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WHAT IS THE COUNCIL? 


The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) was created in 
1977, through the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Act, 1976-77. It began 
operations in April 1978 and took over the programs administered by the humanities and 
social sciences division of the Canada Council. SSHRC is one of the three granting councils 
responsible for administering federal funds for university-based research and other 
scholarly activity, the other two being the Medical Research Council and the Natural 
Sciences and Engineering Research Council. 


SSHRC is governed by a 22-member appointed Council chosen from the academic 
community and major interest sectors of society. 


The Council is primarily a grant-giving body whose funds are voted by Parliament. It 
reports to Parliament through the Minister of Communications. Its mandate, as stated in 
section 4 of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Act, 1976-77, is to "promote 
and assist research and scholarship in the social sciences and humanities; and to advise the 
Minister in respect of such matters relating to such research as the Minister may refer to the 
Council for its consideration." 


In order to promote and assist Canadian research and scholarship in the social sciences and 
humanities, the Council undertakes: 


e to enhance the advancement of knowledge by supporting basic research in the social 
sciences and humanities; 


e to support strategic research in fields of national importance; 


e to help ensure Canada's national capacity for research and expertise in the social 
sciences and humanities by supporting advanced training in these disciplines; 


e to facilitate communication among scholars in Canada and abroad, and promote 
awareness and use of SSHRC-funded results within the academic community, the public 
and private sectors and the general public. 


In pursuit of these goals, the Council administers programs of fellowships for research 
training and support, and grants for regular and strategic research, international scholarly 
exchanges, scholarly publishing, conferences and other research-related activities. In 
addition, the Council undertakes consultations and performs a leadership role in research 
policy in Canada, and fulfils a liaison function with government and the scholarly 
community. 
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Messace FROM THE PRESIDENT 


This is my first annual report since becoming President of SSHRC in the fall of 
1994. Shrinking resources have necessitated both a restructuring of Council's internal 
operations and a review of organizational priorities in order to focus on the essential 
elements of our mandate. Along with the majority of government departments and 
agencies, SSHRC's budget was trimmed in February 1995. Difficult choices were made 
to reduce or eliminate support to various program areas to absorb these decreases in 
funding. These decisions flowed from our strategic plan and were guided by a concern 
to protect direct support of research and training in the social sciences and humanities. 
The timing coincided with the final year of SSHRC's most recent five-year strategic plan 
and with the development of a strategy to carry the Council into the next century. 


These changes took place in the context of a government-wide program review 
and a science and technology policy review. Social scientists and humanists took part 
in the S&T review, articulating the contributions that our disciplines make in achieving 
science and technology goals for quality of life, creation of wealth and advancement of 
knowledge. The report of the National Advisory Board on Science and Technology 
(NABST) released this spring noted that "quality of life and economic growth are 
directly related and equally important". It added that "advances in the quality of life 
also depend on excellent research in the social sciences and humanities which interprets 
the impacts of social and technological change on the Canadian population". 


Part of SSHRC's mandate is to play an active role in connecting its disciplines to 
scientific innovation and technological development. As events of the last 50 years have 
repeatedly shown, technology without a conscience is dangerous. The advancement of 
science and technology must not take place isolated from the rest of the human 
experience. In an effort to increase opportunities for interdisciplinary approaches to 
complex issues, Council has worked to encourage greater communication and 
collaboration among researchers in the human sciences and those in the natural 
sciences, engineering, and the health sciences. 


In order to explain the relevance, importance and necessity of the research we 
do, it is essential for researchers themselves to communicate beyond traditional 
academic audiences to help the public understand not only the social and human value 
of what social scientists and humanists do, but also to provide timely information to the 
people who use this research to help formulate policy and decision making processes. 
Increasing accountability by broadening the dissemination of research outcomes was a 
major focus of Council efforts during the past year. 


While focusing on its primary role of supporting research and training in the 
social sciences and humanities, SSHRC also undertook a number of special initiatives in 
1994-95 to explore fundamental issues related to university-based research and to 
discover innovative ways to fulfill the Council's mandate. 


HIGHLIGHTS OF 1994-95 


Training the next generation of researchers 


Shaping our Future was the title of the national conference on graduate research 
and studies in the social sciences and humanities organized by SSHRC last fall in 
Ottawa. The conference brought together key parties interested in graduate education 
— university teachers, researchers and students, as well as private and public sector 
employers. Some 150 invited participants from all regions of Canada, along with a 
number of distinguished guests from outside the country, gathered in Ottawa to 
identify priority issues with respect to graduate education and to develop strategies for 
improving graduate education practices and policies in Canada. 


In workshops and plenary sessions, participants explored the extent to which 
graduate programs allow students to complete their degrees within a reasonable time, 
as well as different program models and trends emerging in Canada and other 
countries. They also examined how graduate education should respond to the ongoing 
restructuring of the Canadian economy and society. The results of the conference will 
assist both the universities in their individual approaches to these issues and the 
Council as it develops an action plan for the future in this important area. 


Integrity in research 


Public attention has been focused in the recent past on a few highly visible 
instances of questionable ethics and fraudulent behaviour on the part of a few 
university researchers. Coupled with an increasing demand for greater accountability 
in publicly-funded activity, these cases have focused the research community's 
attention on an area that had generally been taken for granted — integrity in university 
research. 


In early 1994 the three granting councils issued a joint policy statement on 
research integrity resulting from two years of consultation with the research 
community. This was followed up in November by a national conference called 
Integrity in Research and Scholarship: A Collective Responsibility. SSHRC, the Medical 
Research Council and the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council 
organized the event in partnership with the Association of Universities and Colleges of 
Canada. 


The conference was designed to reinforce the commitment of the three federal 
research granting councils, research institutions and their partners to promoting and 
enforcing high standards of integrity in Canadian research and scholarship. It is the 
first of a series of initiatives being planned by the three granting council presidents to 
address issues affecting the entire research community. About 150 invited participants 
examined the factors which promote or discourage scientific integrity, defined the 
responsibilities of the main stakeholders, and recommended principles, policies and 
mechanisms to help foster the highest standards of integrity in research. 


The three councils are also collaborating ona related issue: ethics in research 
involving human subjects. A consultative working group is revising and updating 
existing council guidelines and will prepare a joint policy document addressing the 
ethical implications of such research. 


Research outcomes project 


In order to fulfill an integral part of its responsibility to measure and report on 
program effectiveness, SSHRC has embarked on a Research Outcomes Pilot Project 
(ROPP). This project will assist the Council in evaluating the impact of its funding and 
in making this information available to researchers, policy-makers, decision-makers, 
and other interested parties. It will also help Council to assess the overall "state of 
health" of the Canadian social sciences and humanities research enterprise. 


The project will also enable the Council to build an archival database for users to 
find out more about what SSHRC has funded and what has been accomplished with 
that funding. Ina broad sense, outcomes include student training, various 
dissemination activities, as well as publications. The long-term goal is to have 
outcomes information available to interested users. When information on applications, 
awards, and research outcomes is compiled and managed on a readily available 
network system, SSHRC will have a complete information loop. 


Breakdown of 1994-1995 Budget 
(Total Budget = $ 100.7 million) 


Research Base 
44.3% 


Administration 


82% 
Collaborative and 


Strategic Research International 


Relations 
0.4% 


Research 
Communication 
6.3% 
Research Training 
(Fellowships) 
29.4% 


Innovation and competitiveness 


Building on the opportunities created by the NAFTA agreement, close to 100 
Canadian, American and Mexican researchers gathered in Whistler, BC., last summer to 
attend the first US-Canada-Mexico Summer Institute on Innovation, Competitiveness 
and Sustainability. SSHRC co-sponsored the Institute along with the Canadian 
International Development Research Centre, the Natural Sciences and Engineering 
Research Council of Canada, the National Science Foundation (USA), and the Consejo 
National de Ciencia y Tecnologia (Mexico). 


The five research agencies financed this tri-national venture to help foster closer 
links between Canadian, Mexican and American researchers. The Institute released 
seven reports containing recommendations on NAFTA issues to the three governments 
and other stakeholders. Topics included the future of work, the need to assess and 
harmonize a wide range of regulations, the management of innovation in business, the 
potential for linking businesses and universities for education and training, the 
development of science and technology-based industries, the management of water and 
land,and shared challenges in resource management of energy, forestry and fisheries. 


Global change research 


The International Group of Funding Agencies for Global Change Research 
(IGFA) for the first time held its annual meeting in Canada. IGFA is an informal 
partnership of national agencies from 21 countries which fund global change research 
and other activities supporting such research. Representatives of various research and 
funding agencies from some 12 countries attended the three-day meeting. 


Two key issues addressed by participants at the Vancouver meeting were how 
to increase international collaboration in the social sciences and humanities on global 
change research and how to foster increased collaboration between the human and 
natural sciences in this field. Much of the discussion focused on how IGFA member 
agencies could encourage greater participation of researchers from developing countries 
in global change research. 


SSHRC and NSERC combine services 


, Inaneffort to eliminate duplication and reduce administrative costs in response 
to budget cuts, SSHRC and the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council 
signed an agreement to combine their administrative services. The SSHRC's 
Administration Branch and NSERC's Corporate Systems and Services Branch have now 
been brought together ina new Common Administrative Services Directorate. Directly 
responsible to the presidents of both councils, the new unit will provide services in the 
areas of finance, human resources, informatics, and administrative support. It will also 
help to increase the efficiency of the service each council offers to its clientele. 


Looking ahead 


This brief overview of SSHRC activities in 1994-95 reflects our efforts to ensure 
that the research infrastructure supporting the social sciences and humanities in Canada 
reflects changing trends and responds to the needs of Canadian society. The year ahead 
will see the development of the Council's new five-year plan and the re-engineering of 
its program branch to provide greater coherence and effectiveness in program delivery. 
By re-examining our activities and reorienting them as needed, the Council will 
continue to provide the intellectual leadership and catalytic energy to ensure a vibrant 
and healthy research base for Canadian social sciences and humanities. 


PRESIDENTIAL FUND FOR INNOVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
——————— 
FONDS PRESIDENTIEL POUR L'INNOVATION ET LE DEVELOPPEMENT 


The following projects received funding from the Presidential Fund for Innovation and Development. 
These projects were deemed to be unique, innovative or designed to ensure the national or international 
visibility of the social sciences and humanities within the research community or in other segments of 
society, but could not benefit from assistance available under the Council's various programs. 


Le Fonds présidentiel pour l'innovation et le développement a permis d‘appuyer les projets suivants qui ne 
pouvaient bénéficier du soutien disponible en vertu des différents programmes du Conseil, mais qui 
présentaient un caractére unique ou innovateur, ou qui étaient susceptibles d’assurer le rayonnement des 
sciences humaines au plan national ou international, auprés de la communauté des chercheurs ou des 
autres secteurs de la société. 


Human Dimensions of Global Environmental Change Programme (HDP) 
To hold an international planning meeting on environmental $20,000 
security in 1994 


Canadian Foundation for the International Space University 
to provide one scholarship for a Canadian student to attend $15,000 
the 1994 ISU session in the USA 


University of Alberta 
to publish State-of-the-art Review of Cultural Development $ 5,000 
in an Open Economy 


Social Science Federation of Canada/Fédération canadienne 

des sciences sociales 

Symposium sur la violence organisé dans le cadre du Congrés $ 3,500 
des sociétés savantes a Calgary en juin 1994 


Canadian Federation for the Humanities/Fédération canadienne 

des études humaines 

to help in the establishment of the CFH National Electronic $ 5,000 
Information Service 

# 

University of British Columbia 

to hold the fifth conference of Asian and Pacific University $10,000 
Presidents from April 30 to May 3, 1995 


Brock University : 
to hold the 1995 Research at Small Universities Conference $ 1,000 


Carleton University 

for the development of a Business Plan for franchising $20,000 
a Science Policy Research Unit (SPRU) from the 

University of Sussex at Carletor. University / 

pour établir au sein de Carleton University une franchise du 

Science Policy Research Unit de l'université de Sussex 


Canadian Association for Graduate Studies (CAGS) 
to provide financial assistance for its Annual General Meeting 


Université de Montréal 
pour la Chaire Jean Monnet en intégration européenne 


Carleton University 
for the Austrian-Canadian research project on Austrian 
Immigration to Canada 


Social Science Federation of Canada/Fédération canadienne 
des sciences sociales 

to hold a seminar on "Reforming Canada’s Health Care 
System: where are we headed?" 


Carleton University 
to provide support for the Canadian participation in the 
1995/1996 International Social Survey Program (ISSP) 


UBC Institute of Health Promotion Research 

to sponsor the first Canadian Conference on Dissemination 
Research: Strengthening Health Promotion and Disease 
Prevention in March 1995 


Canadian Association of University Research Administrators 
(CAURA) 
1995 Annual Meeting to be held in Ottawa in May 


Social Science Federation of Canada/Fédération canadienne 
des sciences sociales 

pour la tenue d'un panel organisé par le Réseau des questions 
féministes dans le cadre du Congres des sociétés savantes 


Canadian Federation for the Humanities/Fédération canadienne 


des études humaines 

for a Round Table to be held during the Conference of 
the Learned Societies entitled "Pico v. 2: A Humanist in 
the year 2010 


$ 1,000 


$25,000 


$ 7,500 


$ 2,500 


$25,000 


$10,000 


$ 1,000 


$ 2,500 


$ 3,000 
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AUDITOR GENERAL OF CANADA VERIFICATEUR GENERAL DU CANADA 


AUDITOR’S REPORT 


To the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
and 
the Minister of Industry 


I have audited the statement of operations of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council for the year ended March 31, 1995. This financial statement is the responsibility of 
the Council’s management. My responsibility is to express an opinion on this financial statement 
based on my audit. 


I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards 
require that I plan and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial 
statement is free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, 
evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statement. An audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, 
as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. 


In my opinion, this financial statement presents fairly, in all material respects, the results of 
operations of the Council for the year ended March 31, 1995 in accordance with the accounting 
policies set out in Note 2 to the financial statement. 


Raymond Dubois, FCA 
Deputy Auditor General 
for the Auditor General of Canada 


Ottawa, Canada 
June 28, 1995 


SOCIAL SCIENCES AND 
HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


For the year ended March 31, 1995 


E« Social Sciences and Humanities Conseil de recherches en 
y Research Council of Canada sciences humaines du Canada 


Management Report 


We have prepared the accompanying financial statement of the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council in accordance with the 
reporting requirements and standards of the Receiver General for Canada. 
The primary responsibility for the integrity and objectivity of data in 
this financial statement rests with the management of the Council. 


This financial statement was prepared in accordance with the significant 
accounting policies set out in Note 2, on a basis consistent with that 
of the preceding year. Some of the information included in the 
financial statement is based on management’s best estimates and 
judgements and gives due consideration to materiality. To fulfill this 
reporting responsibility, the Council maintains a set of accounts which 
provides a centralized record of the Council’s financial transactions. 
Financial information contained in the ministerial statements and 
elsewhere in the Public Accounts is consistent with this financial 
statement unless indicated otherwise. 


The Council’s Common Administrative Services Directorate develops and 
disseminates financial management and accounting policies, and issues 
specific directives which maintain standards of accounting and financial 
management. The Council maintains systems of financial management and 
internal control at appropriate cost. Transactions are executed in 
accordance with prescribed regulations, within parliamentary 
authorities, and are properly recorded to maintain accountability of 
Government funds and safeguard the Council's assets. Financial 
management and internal control systems are augmented by the maintenance 
of internal audit programs. The Council also seeks to assure the 
objectivity and integrity of data in its financial statement by the 
careful selection, training and development of qualified staff, by 
organizational arrangements that provide appropriate divisions of 
responsibility, and by communication programs aimed at ensuring that its 
regulations, policies, standards and managerial authorities are 
understood throughout the organization. 


This financial statement has been examined by the Auditor General of 
Canada, his role being to express an informed opinion as to whether the 
financial statement presents fairly the Council’s financial transactions 
in conformity with stated accounting policies. 


350 Albert Street 350, rue Albert 14 


P.O. Box 1610 CP. 1610 ( d 
Ottawa K1P 6G4 Ottawa K1P 6G4 anid a 


The accounting system and financial statement of the Council have 
evolved over the years to meet the changes in the structure of the 
grants and scholarships programs and to give improved reporting and 
control of expenditures relating to those programs. 


Approved by: 


Wee eae) 

a Patricia Sauvé-McCuan 
Director of Finance 

(Senior Full-time Financial Officer) 


Bruce Mitchell 
Director General 
Common Administrative Services Directorate 
(Senior Financial Officer) 
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SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 1995 
1995 1994 
(in thousands of dollars) 
Expenditure 
Grants 
Research Grants 46,851 46,747 
Fellowships 29,345 29,658 
Strategic Grants 11,053 10.370 
Research Communication Grants 6,139 6,118 
International Relations Grants 415 476 
Special Grants 209 392 
Negotiated Grants 15 64 
94,027 93,825 
Operations 
Salaries and employee benefits 4,167 4,370 
Employee termination benefits 80 15 
Accommodation 891 756 
Acquisition of office furniture and equipment 440 163 
Professional and special services 432 442 
Expenditure for Council and its committees 339 364 
Communications and travel 259 192 
Advertising and publication 223 181 
Material and supplies , 131 137 
Postage and freight 130 88 
Rental of facilities and equipment 104 114 
Program evaluation 93 
Repairs and maintenance 52 45 
7,341 6,867 
Administration 
Salaries and employee benefits 1,523 1,633 
Employee termination benefits 14 19 
Accommodation 329 279 
Professional and special services 277 242 
Acquisition of office furniture and equipment 163 60 


Communications and travel 49 

Postage and freight 48 
Rental of facilities and equipment 38 42 

Material and supplies 37 

19 

6 


Repairs and maintenance 17 
Advertising and publication 3 
2,503 2,404 
103,871 103,096 
Non-tax Revenue 
Refund of previous years’ expenditure peeOS9 AAS) 
Net cost of operations (Note 3) 103,182 102,326 
ae. i ; Sees Hout 
Lynn Penrod Bruce Mitchell 
President Director General - Common Administrative 


Services Directorate 


SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


PYeLAL OVA bY Se ee ee eee 


Notes to the Statement of Operations 
March 23121995 


Authority and objective 


The Council (SSHRC) was established in 1977 by the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council Act and is a departmental corporation named in 
Schedule II to the Financial Administration Act. The objective of the 
Council is to promote and assist research and scholarship in the social 
sciences and humanities. 


The operating and grants expenditures are funded by budgetary lapsing 


authorities. Employee benefit plans contributions are authorized by a 
statutory authority. 


Accounting policies 


The statement of operations has been prepared in accordance with the 
reporting requirements and standards established by the Receiver 
General of Canada for departmental corporations. The most significant 
accounting policies are as follows: 


(a) Expenditure recognition 
Grants are charged to expenditure when disbursed. Operating 


expenditures are recorded on an accrual basis, except for leave : 
allowances which are recorded on the cash basis. 


(b) Capital purchases 
Acquisition of office furniture and equipment is recorded as 
operating expenditure in the year of purchase. 

(c) Services provided without charge by other departments 


Estimates of amounts for services provided without charge by 
Government departments are included in operating expenditure. 


(d) 


(e) 


Refunds of previous years’ expenditure 


Refunds of previous years’ expenditure are recorded as revenue and 
are not deducted from expenditure. 


Pension plan 


Employees participate in the Public Service Superannuation Plan 
administered by the Government of Canada. The employees and the 
Council contribute equally to the cost of the Plan. Council's 
contributions are charged to expenditure on a current basis. 


The Council is not required under present legislation to make 
contributions with respect to actuarial deficiencies of the 
Public Service Superannuation Account. 


3. Net cost of operations 


The net cost of operations is provided by Parliamentary appropriations. 
These appropriations are recorded when used and any amount not 

used lapses in accordance with Section 44 of the Financial Administration 
Act. Appropriations are as follows: 


Grants Operating Expenditures 
1995 1994 1995 1994 


(in thousands of dollars) 


Industry Canada 
Main Estimates 


Vote 95 (Vote 110ein 1994) - - Ti ele) Peete. 
Vote 100 (Vote 115 in 1994) 92,822 93.142 - - 
Supplementary Estimate (D) - - 470 - 
Frozen allotment - (300) - G72») 
Amount lapsed - - (390) 53) 
o23502 92 842 dal OO Aor 
Contributions to employee 
benefit plans - - 627; 625 
Total use of appropriations 92,822 92,842 8y377 33, (OL 
Add: Funding from other departments 
for Joint Initiatives 1205 983 - - 
94,027 93,225 8.377 Sy.Ol2 


Add: Services provided 
without charge by 


government departments - - 1,467 Leese 
Deduct: non-tax revenue - - (689) EO) 
Net cost of operations 947027 93825 OF 55 S501 


C—O ee 


4. Supplementary information 


(a) Accounts receivable 


Accounts receivable from award holders amounting to $146,571 at March 
31, 1995 (1994 - $156,571) are not included in the statement of 
operations. 


(b) Queen’s Fellowship Fund 


The Queen’s Fellowship Fund consists of $250,000 which has been 
deposited in an interest bearing trust account. The interest earned 
is used for fellowships to graduate students in certain fields of 
Canadian studies. The operations of the Fund, which are not included 
in the statement of operations, were as follows: 


Balance, beginning of year 270 2h 
Add - interest earned 15 Lh 
Deduct - fellowships paid Cio) (18) 


Balance, end of year, represented 
by deposits in the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund, in the name of the 
Council 


i) 
ON 
[op 
ie) 
—S 
oO 


(c) 


Special Trust Fund 


This trust fund was established for the receipt and disbursement of 
private donations for the purpose of special projects in the field of 
social sciences and humanities research activities. The operations 
of this special trust fund, which are not included in the statement 
of operations, were as follows: 


£995 1994 


(in thousands of dollars) 


Balance, beginning of year 8 8 
Add - donations received 5 35 

- interest earned Ore Das 
Deduct - fellowship paid GS) (35) 


Balance, end of year, represented 

by deposits in the Consolidated 

Revenue Fund in the name of the 

Council SE) tens) 


Commitments 


Payment of grants and scholarships extending in future years are subject 
to the provision of funds by Parliament. Future years awards adjudicated 
prior to March 31, 1995 are payable as follows: 


(in millions of dollars) 


1996 7720 
Loo7 3956 
Subsequent years Le 
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Sir, 
Pursuant to Section 21 of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Act, 1976-77, lam 
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Council of Canada. 


Yours very truly, ~ 
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WHAT IS THE COUNCIL? 


The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) 
was created in 1977, through the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council Act, 1976-77. It began operations in April 1978 and took over the 
programs administered by the humanities and social sciences division of the 
Canada Council. SSHRC is one of the three granting councils responsible for 
administering federal funds for university-based research and other scholarly 
activity, the other two being the Medical Research Council and the Natural 
Sciences and Engineering Research Council. 


SSHRC is governed by a 22-member appointed Council chosen from the 
academic community and major interest sectors of society. 


The Council is primarily a grant-giving body whose funds are voted by 
Parliament. It reports to Parliament through the Minister of Industry. Its 
mandate, as stated in section 4 of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council Act, 1976-77, is to "promote and assist research and scholarship in the 
social sciences and humanities; and to advise the Minister in respect of such 
matters relating to such research as the Minister may refer to the Council 

for its consideration." 


More specifically, the Council undertakes: 


e to advance knowledge by supporting basic and theoretical research 
in the social sciences and humanities; 


e to support applied research within individual fields and on issues of 
national importance; 


e to advance Canada’s national capacity for research and expertise by 
supporting advanced training; and 


e to facilitate the communication, sharing and use of research results 
within the academic community in Canada and abroad, and within 
other sectors of Canadian society. 


In pursuit of these goals, the Council administers programs of fellowships 

for research training and support, and grants for basic and applied research, 
international scholarly exchanges, scholarly publishing, conferences and other 
research-related activities. In addition the Council undertakes consultations 
and performs a leadership role in research policy in Canada and fulfills a 
liaison function government and the scholarly community. 
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Département de sociologie, Université de Montréal (April 24, 1998) 
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Department of Italian Studies, University of Toronto (April 24, 1998) 
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Dean of Arts, University of Alberta (April 13, 1997) 


Florence G. Driedger 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


The year 1995-96 was one of continuing challenge for SSHRC - by 
turns both difficult and invigorating. While we have long prided ourselves on 
running a tight administrative ship, our on-going budgetary constraints kept up 
the pressure to be even more efficient in carrying out our mandate and in 
providing the best possible service to our client community with less money. At 
a broader level, with the period covered by our current Strategic Plan coming to 
an end, the question of how best to focus the Council’s future efforts came to the 
fore. Answering it engaged us in criticaily reviewing not only our experience 
over the past several years, but also the current and emerging circumstances in 
which social sciences and humanities research must be conducted and the 
needs both of the research community and of Canadian society. 


In these times of financial constraint, we find ourselves required 
to strike many fine, interrelated balances. We must keep in mind both short- 
and long-term research needs; we must remain accountable to different 
constituencies, each with distinct interests and priorities; and we must always 
take into account the many competing definitions of relevance. Canadians want 
to be sure that research efforts yield tangible results and improve the quality of 
life for them and their children. We share this view and believe that this is why 
we must continue to fund research specifically targeted to issues of immediate 
national social, economic and cultural importance. And it is to help ensure the 
quality of Canadian life over the longer term that we remain committed to 
basic research in the social sciences and humanities which advances our 
collective knowledge, intellectual resources and problem-solving skills. 


SSHRC has a responsibility to be accountable to Canadian taxpayers, 
to allocate research funds prudently, and to help maintain the quality and 
effectiveness of the Canadian research endeavour by providing clear-sighted 
leadership and well-balanced support to our research community. That said, 
we continue to grapple in the midst of changing circumstances with the very 
complex question of what is relevant. One of our on-going challenges remains 
the communication of the many different perspectives informing concepts of 
relevance, given that no single index of value can ever be held up as one 
against which all others must be measured. 


SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF 1995-96 


Impact of 1995 federal budget 


As a result of the February 1995 federal budget, in 1995-96 we were 
obliged to reduce our program expenditures by five per cent—this representing 
the first in a three-year series of cuts to our budget. Guided by the priorities set 
out in our current Strategic Plan, we decided to impose selective rather than 
across-the-board cuts in order to protect our core mandate of direct support for 
research and graduate training in the social sciences and humanities. We 
slightly reduced the budget for the research grants program and for scholarly 
publishing and conferences and decreased funding to infrastructure programs 
on a sliding scale, with the greatest cuts applying to areas of lower strategic 
priority. This year we also began to assess our options for dealing with further 
anticipated cuts to our budget. 


We will continue to manage financial constraint in the best ways 
possible—seeking greater operational efficiencies while protecting our core 
mandate. But inevitably, fewer resources mean that we will be able to support 
fewer research activities; and the effect will be felt not only by the research 
support system but also by the university community, and, ultimately, by 
Canadian society. 


Tracking research outcomes 


During 1995-95, we have paid close attention to the changing research 
climate and how to best integrate SSHRC’s activities within it. On the program ~ 
side, we have continued to stress the importance of interdisciplinarity and 
networks both in order to broaden the scope and relevance of the work we 
support and to enhance the degree and quality of communication beyond the 

academic community. 


Clearly, sharing information on research findings is key. While we think 
communication is an essential part of the research process and fundamentally 
the task of those actually doing the research, Council, too, has a role to play. 
Linked to our interest in promoting better communication, we began in 1995-96 
the analysis phase of our Research Outcomes Pilot Project. By drawing together 
summary reports of more that 3,500 individual SSHRC-funded studies, we are 
developing a more systematic way to look at actual research outcomes. The 
data flowing from this process will help us to improve the process of 


sharing research results--both with members of the research community and 
with others who can put those results to work. Analysis of the outcomes 
data should also provide valuable information for future program design. 


Inter-agency collaboration 


At the institutional level, we have continued to communicate and 
participate with other agencies in numerous policy- and decision-making bodies, 
both in Canada and abroad. We feel, for example, that our work with the Tri- 
Council Working Group on Ethics (the other member agencies being the Natural 
Sciences and Engineering Research Council and the Medical Research Council) 
is an excellent example of productive, progressive institutional collaboration. 
The result of this work will be a national code of ethics covering research on 
human subjects in all relevant fields covered by the three federal granting 
Councils. 


Program Branch restructuring 


On the administrative side, the drive to continue reducing costs 
wherever possible sparked a collective effort to re-think the way we deliver our 
programs to the research community. 


To better reflect the natural interrelationship among the various 
components of our family of programs, and to make better use of our program 
officers’ diverse skills and experience, we restructured the Branch according to 
a “matrix” model. The programs themselves have remained unchanged, but 
program officers now work in teams around six broad research areas: literature 
and fine arts, humanities, civilization and the environment, cognitive sciences, 
policy studies, and collaborative research and interdisciplinary studies. Each 
team now administers all applications for research and communications grants, 
strategic grants, and fellowships whose subject matter falls within the 
research area for which it is responsible. 


The matrix model took effect in October of 1995 and demanded 
that directors and staff go above and beyond the normal call of duty, mastering 
new responsibilities in their first time through the annual competition cycle. I 
commend everyone involved at SSHRC for their dedication and I am sure that 
as we learn from our experience with the new system, making adjustments and 
improvements as they are required, we will continue to offer the highest quality 


service to the research community and at the same time give broader scope for 
the expression of our staffs manifold talent. 


Taking stock of Strategic Grants 


In our on-going efforts to assess effectiveness and refine priorities, 
we marked another important milestone in 1995-96 with the completion of the 
Strategic Grants Evaluation study, the final report of which will be available in 
Fall 1996. 


In Fall 1994, Senior Management requested that a full policy review of 
the Strategic Grants Themes and Joint Initiatives programs be undertaken in light of 
the six-years’ duration of the Applied Ethics, Science and Technology in Canada, and 
Managing for Global Competitiveness themes. The project was comprehensive, 
involving extensive consultations with representatives from 25 universities, 75 
project partners, 10 Joint Initiatives partners, 37 selection committee members, 
and SSHRC staff. Council sincerely appreciates the dedication and generosity 
of those who participated in this enormous undertaking. 


The study concluded that there is both a need and support 
for targeted research in the larger community—particularly among non- 
governmental organizations. The study also found that there is greater support 
for the Joint Initiatives than for the Theme programs among members of the 
academic community and that the lower application rate to Strategic Grants 
programs relative to other SSHRC programs is at least partially attributable to 
the lack of widespread support within the current university context for this 
type of strategic research model. However, the study showed that SSHRC’s 
Strategic Grants programs have increased the degree of interdisciplinarity 
and collaboration since the last review (in 1988) and that where effective 
partnerships have been created, significant knowledge transfer 
has occurred. 


Although the evaluation concluded that SSHRC ought to maintain 
support for targeted research, some refinements were indicated. Specifically: 
clarification of the program’s mission and objectives; improvement of the 
process for selecting new strategic themes; an increased dedication to 
communication beyond the academic community; and a renewed effort to 
foster research partnerships. 


The Learning Society 


Concerning other developments in the Strategic Grants program 
area, in 1995-96 we identified a new theme where social sciences and humanities 
research is vitally needed. 


As we approach the end of the millennium, Canadians find 
their lives shaken by rapid and sometimes unpredictable economic change. 
Gone is Canada’s traditional dependence on manufacturing and resource 
extraction; gone are traditional concepts of jobs and appropriate training; and 
at stake amid this dislocation is the social cohesion and national sense of 
purpose built up over more than a century. In the place of old ways is the 
uncomfortably ill-defined “information economy” and the steep knowledge 
requirements that go along with it. This puts an incredible burden on our 
systems of education. For while Canadians remain a conspicuously literate, 
capable, and adaptable people, we are faced with radical changes in the 
way we learn, earn, and thrive. 


With these realities in mind, SSHRC launched in October 1995 the 
Strategic Research Networks in Education and Training, a five-year, $6 million 
initiative designed to investigate critical links between Canada’s educational 
infrastructure and our future prosperity and competitiveness. In order to 
address the rapidly evolving needs of Canadians and their educational 
institutions, this new program will address five key areas of concern. Through 
multi-sectoral interaction and a commitment to transferring research results to 
those who can put them to work, the networks will play a key role in policy 
making and socio-economic development. 


The first stage of the program competition (letters of intent) closed in 
January 1996. Grant winners will be announced in Fall 1996. 


The Eaton/SSHRC/NSERC Chair in Retailing 


Further to the need to develop and enhance partnerships within 
and beyond the research community and to pursue lines of strategically 
important research, SSHRC/NSERC awarded in early Spring the eleventh in 
a series of university chairs under the Chairs in the Management of Technological 
Change program. The program supports research, teaching, and training in 
technological change and entrepreneurship, focusing on how such change 
can best be understood, managed, and facilitated. 


in 


The Eaton chair is unique in that it draws together more than 30 sponsor 
companies operating in the retail sector along with two distinguished members 
of the academic community. The chair will focus broadly on the management of 
information technology in the retail sector, with an aim to improving the 
performance of Canadian retailing and associated industries. 


This is a prime example of applied, collaborative research. The makeup 
of the research team and the range of partners involved will better the prospects 
that the work done will be both relevant and of significant practical value— 
particularly, but not solely, to the retail community in Canada. 


Metropolis Project 


The year 1995-96 also marked the beginning of Canada’s participation in 
The Metropolis Project, an international undertaking that will bring together 
researchers from around the world to examine in detail the 
effect of immigration on cities. 


Metropolis begins from the premise that modern patterns of immigration 
are driven by a multitude of social, economic, and cultural pressures, and that 
these forces are increasingly beyond the ability of individual states to influence. 
Furthermore, the project recognizes that accommodation of the increasingly 
complex interactions between and among recent arrivals and their new 
communities will require enlightened policy informed by as many perspectives 
as possible. 


SSHRC is collaborating with several other federal government 
departments in providing funding worth $8 million over six years for the 
operation of four Canadian Centres of Excellence for Research on Immigration 
and Integration. The four Centres are located in Montréal, Toronto, Edmonton 
and Vancouver, and were chosen by an independent expert panel in a 
competition process managed by SSHRC. As each is located in a major site of 
immigrant settlement, each is uniquely positioned to study specific, relevant 
issues and to provide valuable knowledge and insights to the Metropolis project. 
The Council believes this type of collaborative approach is social science and 
humanities research at its best and that the synergy among project partners will 
result in significant gains for integrated research methodologies, public policy, 
and community awareness. 


Federal S&T Strategy 


On March 11, 1996, the Minister of Industry released Science 
and Technology for the New Century: A Federal Strategy, the result of an extensive 
review undertaken in 1994 involving consultations in communities across 
the country. 


While the document focuses principally on the need for new approaches 
to innovation and development in the fields of science and technology, we were 
pleased to note that it explicitly recognizes the need to integrate continued 
research in the social sciences and humanities into a coherent, productive S&T 
strategy. To wit: “Departments will work with the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council to identify research areas in the social sciences and 
humanities that will better inform policy development in priority areas ... such 
as health, human resources development, immigration, economics, and culture.” 


To further ensure the essential integration of social sciences and 
humanities research with developments in technology, SSHRC will take part 
in the Ministry of Industry’s Portfolio Action Plan and the multi-organizational 
partnership on which it is based. Portfolio member agencies articulate varied 
and distinct mandates, but they also share common interests and goals—chief 
among which is the betterment of Canadian society. We look forward to the 
new perspectives that may arise in the context of regular interaction among 
Portfolio partners. 


Health Services Research Fund 


In his March 22, 1996, budget the Minister of Finance announced the 
establishment of a $65 million Health Services Research Fund, to be operated 
under the auspices of the Medical Research Council. Just as sound science 
underpins technological development, so, too, does the humane and effective 
management of a socially complex and technology-intensive field like health 
care depend on excellent research in the social sciences and humanities. With 
these thoughts in mind, and in light of the government’s recognition in its new 
S&T strategy of the key role played by the social sciences and humanities, we 
will work as hard as we can to ensure that SSHRC can be an effective partner in 
the planning and management of the Fund—particularly as many SSHRC- 
supported researchers work in health-care fields such as ethics, the sociology 
and economics of health, public administration, and education. 


Looking ahead—the Strategic Plan for 1996-2001 


As I noted at the outset, 1995-96 marked the final year of our Strategic 
Plan for 1990-95 and the bridge to our next five-year plan. During the half- 
decade that this plan has been in effect, we have become more proactive in our 
approach to research funding than in the past. Placing a new emphasis on our 
leadership role in shaping the evolution of the Canadian research endeavor, we 
stressed three main priorities: to help structure Canada’s research capacity to 
enhance excellence, productivity, and relevance; to place increased emphasis on 
the training of new researchers; and to encourage a broader communication of 
research results and outcomes. 


This activity took place during a period of increasing financial constraint 
affecting both our program budget and our operations—a period during which 
the university community, too, was coping with similar pressures. Competition 
for support has increased dramatically, yet SSHRC’s funding capability has 
remained static in real terms. Young researchers are finding it difficult to gain 
tenured academic positions; and established scholars are feeling ever greater 
pressure for short-term, practical outcomes and applications of their work. 


On a broader level, there has also been a rapid shift in the nature of 
research itself. While new areas of specialization and methodology have 
proliferated, it is also true, somewhat paradoxically, that the boundaries 
between disciplines have become more permeable, creating an entirely new 
order of complexity and interdependence. And as new information technologies 
have evolved, the potential for dissemination and network collaboration has 
increased dramatically. It is against this backdrop that we began the planning 
process for our next five years. 


The road ahead will be charted by our new five-year plan, which is the 
result of extensive consultations within SSHRC and with the academic 
community, and which will build upon and elaborate the achievements of the 
last five years. We will continue to emphasize our primary role of supporting 
the best research in all areas of the social sciences and humanities, and we will 
continue to place an accent on training for Canada’s next generation of scholars. 
Further, we propose to address the new realities of the research environment 
head-on by offering researchers unprecedented flexibility and balance in our 
family of programs. 


In sum, 1995-96 was a year of continuing challenge and change for us 
and for the academic community. But as I mentioned, the hurdles we faced 


gave us the opportunity to draw on tremendous creative talent both within 
Council and among the many individuals who gave their energies to activities 
like the Strategic Grants review. This degree of personal commitment under 
trying times is reassuring, because underlying all our new, more open 
approaches to interdisciplinarity, methodology, and collaboration rests a single 
bedrock value: quality. In the final analysis it is quality that matters most, and it 
is quality that we will seek - from ourselves and from our colleagues in the 
research community. 
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PRESIDENTIAL FUND FOR INNOVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 


The following projects received funding from the Presidential Fund for Innovation and Development. 
These projects were deemed to be unique, innovative or designed to ensure the national or international 
visibility of the social sciences and humanities within the research community or in other segments of 
society, but could not benefit from assistance available under the Council's various programs. 


Canadian Association for Graduate Studies 
for its 1995 Annual General Meeting $1,000 


Social Science Federation of Canada 
for a series of public presentations on research in the social sciences $21,448 


Social Science Federation of Canada 
to develop its Thematic Programme for the 1995 Learned Societies Conference $9,000 


Simon Fraser University 
to develop briefing materials for the Second Institute on Innovation, 
Competitiveness and Sustainability in the North American Region $8,000 


Organizing Committee of the Second International Symposium on 

Research Funding 

for social sciences and humanities presentations at the 1995 International 

Symposium on Measuring R&D Impact $5,000 


University of Alberta 
Tri-Council Working Group on Ethics (Human Subjects) $4,500 


Social Science Federation of Canada/Canadian Federation for the 

Humanities 

for the restructuring of the SSFC and CFH and the creation of the Canadian 

Federation of the Humanities and Social Sciences $32,000 


Royal Society of Canada 
for the establishment of an international working group on Environmental 
Security and Sustainable Development $11,050 


Federal/Provincial/Territorial Advisory Committee on Health Services 


to co-sponsor a national Symposium on Health Research Dissemination and 
Uptake $3,500 


Ecole nationale d’administration publique 
pour la Conférence nationale sur la recherche en administration publique au 
Canada $5,000 
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AUDITOR GENERAL OF CANADA VERIFICATEUR GENERAL DU CANADA 


AUDITOR'S REPORT 


To the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
and 


the Minister of Industry 


I have audited the statement of operations of the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council for the year ended March 31, 1996. This financial statement is the 
responsibility of the Council's management. My responsibility is to express an opinion 
on this financial statement based on my audit. 


I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those 
standards require that I plan and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether 
the financial statement is free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining; on 
a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statement. 
An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates 
made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. 


In my opinion, this financial statement presents fairly, in all material respects, the results 
of operations of the Council for the year ended March 31, 1996 in accordance with the 
accounting policies set out in Note 2 to the financial statement. 


Raymond Dubois, FCA 
Deputy Auditor General 
for the Auditor General of Canada 


Ottawa, Canada 
July 5, 1996 
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MANAGEMENT REPORT 


We have prepared the accompanying financial statement of the Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council in accordance with the reporting requirements 
and standards of the Receiver General for Canada. This financial statement 
was prepared in accordance with the significant accounting policies set out in 
Note 2 of the statement on a basis consistent with that of the preceding year. 


Responsibility for the integrity and objectivity of data in this financial 
statement rests with the management of the Council. In order to assure 
Maximum objectivity and freedom from bias, the financial data contained in 
this financial statement has been examined by the Audit and Review Committee 
Cre WleyS Coejeyeul il 


The information included in the financial statement is based on management’s 
best estimates and judgements with due consideration to materiality. To 
fulfill these accounting and reporting responsibilities, the Council maintains 
AesCluNOmacecoumes which provades a centralized record of the iounei ls 
financial transactions. Financial information contained in the ministerial 
statements and elsewhere in the Public Accounts is consistent with this 
financial statement, unless indicated otherwise. 


The Council’s directorate of financial services develops and disseminates 
financial management and accounting policies, and issues specific directives 


which maintain standards of accounting and financial management. The Council 
maintains systems of financial management and internal control which gives due 
Consideration to costs, benefits and risks. They are designed to provide 


reasonable assurance that transactions are properly authorized by Parliament 
and are executed in accordance with prescribed regulations, and are properly 
recorded so as to maintain accountability of Government funds and safeguard 
the Council’s assets. Financial management and internal control systems are 
augmented by the maintenance of internal audit programs. The Council also 
seeks to assure the objectivity and integrity of data in its financial 
statement by the careful selection, training and development of qualified 
staff, by organizational arrangements that provide appropriate divisions of 
responsibility, and by communication programs aimed at ensuring that its 
regulations, policies, standards and managerial authorities are understood 
throughout the organization. 


Management presents this financial statement to the Auditor General of Canada 
who audits and provides independent opinion which has been appended to this 
financial statement. 


The accounting system and financial statement of the Council have evolved over 
the years to meet changing conditions and, more recently, to implement a 
departmental recommendation to improve the cost accounting system. This 
improvement now permits more accurate and equitable billings for customers and 
other Government departments. There is also a study in progress of fee 


structures and rates, the results of which should be implemented in the next 
fuscals year. 


Approved by: 


ia Sauvé-McCuan 
Director of Finance 
(Senior Full-time Financial Officer) 


Bruce Mitchell 
Director General 
Common Administrative Services Directorate 
(Senior Financial Officer) 


Tuly 5, 1996 


SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 1996 


1996 1995 
(in thousands of dollars) 
Expenditure 
Grants 
Research Grants 45,812 46,851 
Fellowships 28,227 29,345 
Strategic Grants 12,960 11,053 
Research Communication Grants 4573 6,139 
International Relations Grants 150 415 
Special Grants 397 209 
Negotiated Grants g 15 
92.119 94,027 
Operations 
Salaries and employee benefits 4015 4,167 
Employee termination benefits 246 80 
Accommodation 866 891 
Expenditure for Council and its committees 370 339 
Professional and special services Siti 432 
Communications and travel 224 259 
Advertising and publication 172 Paks 
Material and supplies 152 131 
Acquisition of office furniture and equipment 107 440 
Repairs and maintenance 80 2 
Postage and freight 76 130 
Program evaluation 65 93 
Rental of facilities and equipment 39 104 
6,729 1341 
Administration 
Salaries and employee benefits 1,616 o2s 
Employee termination benefits 47 14 
Professional and special services 549 277 
Accommodation 354 329 
Material and supplies 53 37 
Acquisition of office furniture and equipment 44 163 
Repairs and maintenance 33 19 
Communications and travel SZ 49 
Postage and freight 31 48 
Rental of facilities and equipment 16 38 
Advertising and publication paar ab aeds 
2,775 2,503 
101,623 103,871 
Non-tax Revenue 
Refund of previous years’ expenditure __ 819 = G9 
Net cost of operations (Note 3) 400.804 —103.182 
Approved by the Council: Loyyrrk 
a Bruce Mitchell 
President Director General - Common Administrative 


Services Directorate 


SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


Notes to the Statement of Operations 
March 31, 1996 


Authority and objective 


The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) was 
established in 1977 by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
Act and is a departmental corporation named in Schedule II to the 
Financial Administration Act. The objective of the Council is to promote 
and assist research and scholarship in the social sciences and humanities. 


The operating and grants expenditures are funded by budgetary lapsing 
authorities. Employee benefit plans contributions are authorized by a 
statutory authority. 


Accounting policies 


The statement of operations has been prepared in accordance with the 
reporting requirements and standards established by the Receiver 
General of Canada for departmental corporations. The most significant 
accounting policies’ are as follows: 


(a) Expenditure recognition 
Grants and scholarships are charged to expenditures when the 


entitlement of the recipient has been established, the commitment has 
been authorized and approved for payment before the end of the fiscal 


year. Operating expenditure is recorded on an accrual basis, except 
for vacation pay and compensatory leave which are recorded on a cash 
basis. 


(b) Capital purchases 


Acquisition of office furniture and equipment is recorded as 
operating expenditure in the year of purchase. 


(c) Services provided without charge by other departments 


Estimates of amounts for services provided without charge by 
Government departments are included in operating expenditure. 


(e) 


Refunds of previous years' expenditure 


Refunds of previous years' expenditure are recorded as revenue and 
are not deducted from expenditure. 


Pension plan 


Employees participate in the Public Service Superannuation Plan 
administered by the Government of Canada. The employees and the 
Council contribute equally to the cost of the Plan. Council's 
contributions are charged to expenditure on a current basis. 


The Council is not required under present legislation to make 
contributions with respect to actuarial deficiencies of the 
Public Service Superannuation Account. 


Sir Net (cost of operations 


The net cost of operations is provided by Parliamentary appropriations. 
These appropriations are recorded when used and any amount not 


used lapses. Appropriations are as follows: 
Grants Operating Expenditures 
LING SSS 1996 LOSS 


(in thousands of dollars) 


Industry Canada 
Main Estimates 


Woe So) Oyo GS win 95) = = 7 ALSO eOunU 
Woe Sia OVoneS INO) aver IO); SiS), ANGI} WA S2E os = 
Supplementary Estimate (A) Ze = 384 = 
Supplementary Estimate (B) 96 = 84 = 
Supplementary Estimate (D) = = = 470 
Amount lapsed = = (BBE) G3 S10) 
ep er V2 BAZ 7,346 Te PSO 
Contributions to employee 
Dene rt Gapilams = = 643 627 
Total use of appropriations Jit, SYS) QE Bae Te DE Sisal 
Add: Funding from other departments 
for VOint Inveiataves 540 20S = = 
2p AALS 94,027 1 ISS OF Saal 
Add: Services provided 
without charge by other 
government departments - - eS ARASH 
Deduct: non-tax revenue - - (819) (689) 


Net cost of operations 25, LANs OAT O2i, iS alenehs) Sy AES: 


Supplementary information 


(a) Accounts receivable 


Accounts receivable from award holders amounting to $131,386 at 


March 31, 1996 (1995 - $146,571) are not included in the statement of 
operations. 


(b) Queen's Fellowship Fund 


The Queen's Fellowship Fund consists of $250,000 which has been 


deposited in an interest bearing trust account. The interest earned 
FSeuUSeda torn tellowships to graduate: students) an certain srrelids) oF 
Canadian studies. The operations of the Fund, which are not included 


in the statement of operations, were as follows: 


LON LOS 


(in thousands of dollars) 


Balance, beginning of year 266 270 
Add - interest earned 16 ES: 
Deduct - fellowships paid (16) (19) 


Balance, end of year, represented 

by deposits in the Consolidated 

Revenue Fund, in the name of the 

Couneim 26 


(op) 
iN) 
0) 
0) 


| 
| 


kel) Sjoxstesiel Bewiene Ivyoyel 


This trust fund was established for the receipt and disbursement of 
private donations for the purpose of special projects in the field of 
social sciences and humanities research activities. The operations 
of this special trust fund, which are not included in the statement 
of operations, were as follows: 


WINE WS) 


(an thousands of doltars) 


Balance, beginning of year SiS 8.0 
Add - donations received ZOO S58, 

= abehesseaasic Celiac! 0.5 Diss 
Deduct - fellowships paid (210-10) (50) 


Balance, end of year, represented 

by deposits in the Consolidated 

Revenue Fund in the name of the 

Council SEO 8. 


On 


Commitments 


Payment of grants and scholarships extending in future years are subject 
to the provision of funds by Parliament. Future years awards adjudicated 
PEtomw to Manchysl,, U99esances payable as follows: 


Gin mlsons sot sco vars) 


ISy TAS: 
1998 ; 38.8 
Subsequent years ZA0E9 
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Sir, 
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Yours very truly, 


< 7 
= i an 
7 : 
1 @ 
= 
» if Ai i : 
veh 
ne \ 
i Om 7 - 
74 
i i 
7 y 
= ' i 
a | 
7 * 
<s - 
_ ) 
2 m om 
: 
> 1 
nl 
if. : 
“4 
= 
ee a : 
i ] ee 
7 ‘ 
> i ‘ 
4 i. 
: 7 - 
. 


W uat Is THE COUNCIL? 


The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) is Canada’s federal 
funding agency for university-based research and graduate training in the social 
sciences and humanities, which embrace a wide range of disciplines and fields of 
knowledge. Some examples are economics, business and administrative studies, 
education, ethics and law, as well as history, literature and philosophy, anthropology, 
psychology, sociology, fine arts, native, religious, environmental and women's studies. 


SSHRC was created by Parliament in 1977. It is governed by a 22-member Council 
appointed by the federal government from the academic, public and private sectors. 


Through its activities, SSHRC helps to continually build the human knowledge and 
skills Canada needs to improve the quality of its social, economic and cultural life. 
SSHRC supports high-quality research and research training that help us both to 
understand the evolving nature of the society we live in and to address emerging 
challenges and opportunities more effectively. SSHRC also helps put the benefits of 
research to work by promoting the transfer of knowledge among researchers, research 
partners, policy makers and other stakeholders within Canadian society. 


SSHRC’s funding programs provide support for: 


e basic research (by individual researchers and research teams) to develop new 
theories and better research approaches/methods, and to advance fundamental 
knowledge of human nature/behaviour and of social, economic, cultural and 
intellectual matters; 


e targeted research (by multidisciplinary teams and research networks) to focus 
concerted, problem-solving attention on intellectual, social, economic, or cultural 
issues of particular interest or concern to Canada; 


e advanced research training at the doctoral and postdoctoral level to help supply 
social sciences and humanities expertise at Canadian universities, in government 
and in various sectors of our economy; 


e research communication and knowledge transfer to promote the use of knowledge 
generated by Canada's researchers and scholars. 


In addition SSHRC plays a leadership role in the development of research policy and 
acts as a catalyst within the social sciences and humanities research community. It 
promotes excellence, productivity and relevance in research within individual fields 
and in broader areas such as health care, economic performance (both national and 
global), social, family and legal issues, culture and heritage in a changing world, and 
environmental issues. 
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Social Development Consultant, Regina, Saskatchewan 
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Associate Dean of the Faculty of Education, 
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Richard Guscott 
Psychiatric Medicine, Hamilton, Ontario 


Monique Jéréme-Forget 

Présidente, 

Institut de recherche en politiques publiques 
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Doctoral Student in History, University of Ottawa 
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* The date marks the end of the member’s term as announced by the Governor-in-Council. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


INTRODUCTION 


The 1996-97 fiscal year saw SSHRC take some important steps on its way to 
the twenty-first century, mindful of the unpredictable nature of the road ahead and 
the need to constantly balance multiple needs in the midst of resource constraints. 


A crucial step was the publication of our new five-year plan, Striking the 
Balance, which sets our strategic directions for 1996 to 2001. As its title suggests, this 
document outlines how we intend to take up the challenge of striking a balance 
between the immediate and long-term needs of researchers in the social sciences and 
humanities and those of Canadian society as a whole — and to vigorously meet that 
challenge today and in the future. 


The leitmotif of balance recurred in several of our other key activities. It 
applies equally to the pending adoption of a new Tri-Council Code of Ethical Conduct 
for Research Involving Humans, to SSHRC’s creation of new education and training 
research networks, to our activities on the federal scene, especially within the 
Industry Portfolio, and to several hard decisions necessitated by budget cuts. 


In short, like most Canadian institutions, we have continued to grapple with 
many difficult and complex issues in carrying out our mission — which is to 
support university research and training in the social sciences and humanities to 
help provide the knowledge and skills needed to advance Canadians’ quality of life. 


Such research clearly has an important role. As noted in Science and 
Technology for the New Century: A Federal Strategy (March 1996): “Economic growth has 
strong links to advances in scientific and technical knowledge, but it is also determined by 
social advances that improve the quality of life and create a resourceful work force. A sound 
social environment is a precondition for creative individuals to build a more innovative 
Canadian economy for jobs and growth. Research, both basic and applied, provides a 
continuous, renewable source of skills, ideas, technologies and policies which help create 
further innovations, thereby contributing to both economic growth and social well-being.” 


This perspective also has international resonance. Economically developed 
countries in the OECD consider research in the social sciences and humanities to be a 
key facet of science and technology. Such research is being recognized as 
fundamental to all knowledge-based societies seeking to maintain their competitive 
edge through innovation and to ensure the future of their citizens. 


HIGHLIGHTS OF 1996-97 


The Five-Year Strategy 1996-2001 


How to ensure, in changing circumstances, that Canada maintains and 
strengthens its research capacity in the social sciences and humanities and that 
Canadians are able to reap the benefits of their research investment are two of the 
central issues we sought to address in Striking the Balance —A Five-Year Strategy for 
the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada, 1996-2001. 


The challenges involved are many. They include finding a balance between 
research focusing on short-term practical problems and research on fundamental 
issues that are important over the longer-term. Between the need for both structure 
and flexibility in our programs. Between the needs of actually doing research and of 
effectively transferring the knowledge which research generates. 


To help in our reflections, we consulted with Canadian researchers in the 
social sciences and humanities and with major stakeholders and users of research 
outside the universities. Doing so enabled us to consider several factors from 
different perspectives — including changes in the nature of research, the 
government environment, the social milieu, and the resources at our disposal. The 
final document sets out the key priorities as well as the general policy and program 
framework that will guide our efforts over the next five years. 


Striking the Balance presents a broad plan that will enable us to consolidate 
the progress achieved under our previous five-year plan (A Vision for the Future). 
Our new plan focuses on three major priorities: 


e to help further Canada's capacity for excellence and innovation in the creation 
and integration of knowledge in social science and humanities research with 
significant impact on social and intellectual issues; 


e to consolidate and enrich the diversity of research training; and 


e to enhance the transfer of knowledge between the research community and 
Canadian society. 


We intend to use several strategies to advance these priorities. We will 
encourage innovative research and training methods within a diverse and flexible 
program structure and will seek to enhance the dynamism of peer review. We will 
support research development activities to help build and integrate knowledge more 
effectively. We will foster integrated training opportunities in the research we fund 
and encourage initiatives to better disseminate research results to key target groups. 


The changes will be introduced gradually, following consultations, as 
appropriate, with representatives of the Canadian social sciences and humanities 
research community and other research stakeholders. As this Annual Report goes to 
print, there are already several actions underway to prepare for implementing the 
proposed changes in our funding programs: 


e we have launched a broad national consultation to help determine what themes 
we should fund in our Targeted Research Support program; 


e weare developing detailed objectives and criteria to govern our Research 
Development Initiatives program; 


¢ we have started an evaluation of our Standard Research Grants program to help 
us learn from past experience and design a new program of Open Research 
Support that will be as effective and flexible as possible. 


Code of Ethical Conduct for Research Involving Humans 


Another major project in 1996-97 of immediate and longer-term importance 
was the drafting and associated consultations for the Code of Ethical Conduct for 
Research Involving Humans. The three federal granting councils — SSHRC, the 
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council and the Medical Research 
Council — hope to adopt this code to replace current policies. 


This effort is timely and necessary for us because SSHRC’s current 
guidelines were established in 1977. Since that time, the social and judicial contexts 
have evolved enormously, particularly in relation to the protection of individual 
rights. All three granting councils face rising expectations in terms of public 
accountability, both from the government and the public at large. 


In early 1996-97, the Working Group on Ethics in Research with Human 
Subjects established by the three councils distributed a preliminary version of the 
Code to researchers and other groups interested in research involving human 
subjects. Their comments led to the preparation of a second draft in February 1997. 
Further to a limited consultation, the Working Group completed its final draft in 
May. The three councils expect to adopt a new joint Code in 1998 after a last round of 
consultations this fall. 


The new tri-council Code reflects the concern to strike a balance between 
protecting the rights and interests of those involved in research as subjects and the 
need to allow research to be carried out without unreasonable constraints. 


In this context, the councils have assumed a leadership role in ensuring that 
research supported with public funds is conducted with the highest standards of 
ethics and integrity — a responsibility collectively shared with post-secondary 
institutions and the research community. 


The 1996-97 Budget and Competition Results 


On the administrative side, our program budget declined from $88.7 million 
in 1995-96 to slightly less than $79 million in 1996-97, a decrease of $9.7 million. This 
reduction had been announced in the 1995 federal budget and was reconfirmed in 
that of 1996. Like other Canadian institutions in similar circumstances, we had to 
make a number of difficult decisions to deal with this shortfall. 


Guided by our strategic priorities, we opted to make selective cuts in specific 
areas. Among other things, we wished to avoid major reductions to our Standard 
Research Grants program, which saw an increase of 7.5 per cent in the number of 
applications in the 1996-97 competition. We also wanted to ensure reasonable parity 
between the success rates for the Standard Research Grants program and for the 
Strategic Grants program. A decision in 1995-96 to gradually eliminate certain 
programs less essential to our mandate also helped, in that it reduced the demand 
on our budget this year. 


At the same time, we sought to maintain our budget levels for advanced 
training, to ensure the continuous revitalization of research capacity and expertise in 
the social sciences and humanities. Given the already limited success rates in our 
fellowship programs, we wanted to avoid any cuts that could compromise our 
ability to realize this important part of our mandate. 


Despite our best efforts, however, the decrease in our over-all program 
budget unavoidably translated into lower competition success rates in our major 
research and training support programs: 


Fesidocoral Fal en 


* Percentage of dollar amount granted versus dollar amount requested. 
** Number of awards granted versus number of applications received. 


Unfortunately, as we have noted in various discussions, this downward 
trend risks the erosion of Canadian research capacity in the social sciences and 
humanities at a time when its contribution is essential and the government is calling 
upon all sectors of scientific activity to tackle a number of complex issues and help 
achieve the socio-economic objectives it has set. 


Targeted Research Initiatives 


The Metropolis Project: In our 1995-96 Annual Report, we noted SSHRC’s 
involvement in the creation of four new Centres of Excellence for Research on 
Immigration and Integration as part of Canada’s participation in the international 
Metropolis Project. This project is examining the various impacts of immigration on 
the world’s large cities. 


In November 1996 and March 1997 respectively, we took part in a first 
international Metropolis conference (in Milan) and the first Canadian conference (in 
Edmonton). Participants at the Milan conference established the major themes for 
international cooperation concerning research on immigration. The Edmonton 
conference enabled us to take stock of the progress achieved in the first year and to 


note how much the Canadian research centres appear to be benefiting from the 
partnership approach. Ina very short time, the four centres have gained substantial 
international visibility. Their ongoing work is expected to yield knowledge of 
considerable value in improving the development of immigration policies. 


Education and Training Research Networks: In December 1996, we launched five 
major education and training research networks centred at the Université du Québec 
a Montréal, York University, the University of Toronto, McMaster University and 
the University of British Columbia. 


Each network is receiving $225,000 per year over five years to study and 
identify the best means for promoting the effectiveness of education and training 
throughout Canada. More specifically, the networks aim to identify the links 
between education and economic success, between training and Canada's 
competitiveness on the international scene, and between education, innovation and 
the changing training needs of Canadians of all social strata. 


The networks bring together partners from the university community, the 
private and public sectors and not-for-profit organizations from all provinces and 
several countries. The close working relationships among the partners will help 
ensure that research results are shared effectively with those responsible for 
developing education and training policies and for improving the quality and 
flexibility of education and training programs in Canada. 


University of New Brunswick Chair in the Management of Technological Change: 
In October 1996, SSHRC and the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council 
awarded a $500,000 grant to the University of New Brunswick to establish the 
NSERC/SSHRC/NB Power/Xerox Chair in the Management of Human Resources, 
Technology Learning and Work in a Digital Economy. The funding was awarded 
under our joint program for University Research Chairs in the Management of 
Technological Change. 


The chair’s private-sector sponsors, New Brunswick Power and Xerox 
Canada, are matching the contribution of the two councils, bringing total funding for 
the chair to $1 million over five years. 


This chair will focus study on the long-term impacts of evolving information 
and communications technologies — particularly on management decision-making, 
the workplace and the marketplace. It will also seek to identify elements which can 
improve business planning and trade strategies. Its work is expected to advance 
understanding of the important human dimensions of the technological changes 
transforming the communications sector. 


SSHRC Web Site 


SSHRC, too, is on a new learning curve with respect to communications 
technology, having just launched its own site on the World Wide Web 
(http://wwzw.sshrc.ca) after conducting preparatory work in the fall of 1996. 


The site is part of our ongoing commitment to increase our operational 
efficiency and cost-effectiveness. We are using it to provide researchers in the social 
sciences and humanities with timely information on the Council’s policies and 
programs. As promised in our new strategic plan, we are also using it as a vehicle to 
help make information available to our stakeholders — including policy-makers, 
other research users and the general public — on the results of research conducted 
with SSHRC support. 


We have designed our site to enable visitors to quickly find information of 
most interest to them and will continue to build the site in stages over the coming 
year. Thereafter, we plan to enrich its information content and on-line functionality 
as resources allow. 


Two Complementary Funding Sources 


During 1996-97 we also became involved in preliminary activities which led 
to the creation of two new research funding sources by the federal government — 
the Canadian Health Services Research Foundation and the Canada Foundation for 
Innovation. 


The Canadian Health Services Research Foundation: SSHRC is pleased to be part 
of an interim working group focusing on the development of operational procedures 
for this $65 million foundation created in the March 1996 federal budget. We expect 
that the procedures will be in place by the fall of 1997, enabling the first research 
projects to be funded in 1998. 


The CHSRF will provide an important opportunity for social science and 
humanities researchers to participate in the revitalization of Canadian health 
services, to influence the development of key policies, and to create new research 
partnerships. This is of particular importance since many social scientists and 
humanists funded by SSHRC are already working in the field of health care 
(particularly in health ethics, sociology and economics, public administration and 
education) and have highly relevant expertise. 


The Canada Foundation for Innovation: This $800 million initiative, announced in 
the February 1997 budget, is intended to help modernize the research infrastructure 
of Canadian postsecondary institutions, research hospitals and not-for-profit 
organizations. To obtain support through the Foundation, institutions will have to 
secure matching funding from other sources. 


As stressed during our discussions on the CFI, researchers in the social 
sciences and humanities have a significant contribution to make in the areas of 
scientific activity the Foundation aims to support. We strongly encourage our 
research community to work with their universities to present the CFI with solid 
research proposals supported by carefully chosen partners. 


SSHRC and the Industry Portfolio 


Still on the federal scene, we also participated in the activities of the Industry 
Portfolio. The Portfolio is composed of agencies with scientific and economic 
responsibilities which individually and in collaboration form an integral part of the 
government’s endeavour to capitalize on science and technology in support of an 
innovative economy and society. 


As noted in the federal R&D strategy, there is a dynamic link between 
innovation, a healthy economy and social well-being. SSHRC brings to the Portfolio 
knowledge and skills in all of these areas. 


In addition, SSHRC’s expertise provides an important link between the 
Industry Portfolio and the government's social agenda. We do so by mobilizing the 
social sciences and humanities research skills that can provide critical analyses to 
help Canada deal with major national challenges such as poverty, social exclusion, 
youth unemployment and health care management. 


During 1996-97, we participated in the Industry Portfolio Forum on Science and 
Technology. This meeting brought the boards of all member bodies of the portfolio 
together for the first time, focusing on various issues related to innovation (including 
partnerships and linkages, infrastructure and financing for innovation and human 
resource issues). It also helped to build a better collective understanding among 
participants of the role and contribution of each organization in the Portfolio. 


As mentioned in discussions at this forum, SSHRC has proposed to the 
National Research Council and NSERC that the three councils develop a joint 
funding mechanism for multidisciplinary and multisectoral research on various 
aspects of knowledge-based growth and innovation. This initiative is an example of 
a concrete step towards active collaboration among Portfolio members and building 
a common vision of their collective role as agents of R&D integration and 
innovation. It is also an example of how research funded by SSHRC may help to 
forge links between the various R&D interests of Portfolio members and the broader 
social context which must be taken into account for innovation to contribute fully to 
Canada’s economic well-being and quality of life. 


CLOSING THOUGHTS 


All told, the importance of balance and an integrated perspective is 
increasingly recognized in many different fields of endeavour. For instance, there is 
growing appreciation that environmental research cannot restrict itself to examining 
the physical and biological factors of environmental degradation, but must also 
consider the social, economic and political factors that hinder or foster the adoption 
of sustainable development practices. Similarly, combating AIDS requires research 
not only in medicine and biology, but also in sociology and psychology to identify 
the obstacles to and supports for the best methods of prevention. 


The principles of balance and integration must be fully supported and 
recognized in practice if we wish the Canadian research community to be able, 
collectively, to create the basic and applied knowledge we need to improve the 
quality of our social, cultural, economic and intellectual life as we move into the next 
millennium. 

This is an issue in which SSHRC will continue to have a lively interest for 
years to come. It is one I leave to my successor to pursue, since Iam stepping down 
as Council President, effective June 30th. 


In closing, I would like to say how much I have enjoyed my responsibilities 
as President over the past three years and how pleased I am about SSHRC’s many 
achievements during this time. I am grateful to everyone involved for their 
dedicated efforts to advance research in the social sciences and humanities 
throughout Canada and extend my very best wishes for ongoing success. 


PRESIDENTIAL FUND FOR INNOVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 


The following projects received funding from the Presidential Fund for Innovation and Development. 
These projects were deemed to be unique, innovative or designed to ensure the national or international 
visibility of the social sciences and humanities within the research community or in other segments of 


society, but could not benefit from assistance available through other SSHRC programs. 


University College of Cape Breton 
Financial assistance to help defray the costs of the May 1996 Research at Small 
Universities Conference 


Humanities and Social Sciences Federation of Canada 

Financial assistance for four initiatives: Humanities Canada; Corporate 
Humanist Awards; Humanities Research Fiches; the Lexicon Iconographicum 
Mythologique Classicae and the Union académique internationale 


Télé-université 
Subvention de démarrage afin de créer un Forum électronique international 
sur la dynamique des langues 


University of Windsor 

Financial assistance to help directors of Canadian centres devoted to research 
in the humanities attend a meeting organized by the Humanities Research 
Group 


Société québécoise de science politique 

Demande conjointe pour la tenue d'un colloque sur les relations Québec- 
Canada au lendemain du référendum/Québec-Canada: New Challenges and 
Opportunities—Institutions, Markets and Cultural Relations 


National Council on Bioethics in Human Research 
Support for the activities of the new mandate of the NCBHR 


Canadian Research Institute for the Advancement of Women 
Examination of conditions of successful research partnerships between 
community-based researchers and university-based researchers 


The University of Calgary 
National study of postdoctoral fellows 


Humanities and Social Sciences Federation of Canada 
To develop a plan for the implementation of the Congress of the Social 
Sciences and Humanities (COSSH) 


Humanities and Social Sciences Federation of Canada 
For the creation of an initiative on Community Research Shops 


Canadian Association for Graduate Studies 
Support for the 1996 annual meeting of CAGS in Calgary 


$ 1,000 


$ 9,000 


$25,000 


$ 4,785 


$ 5,000 


$50,000 


$30,000 


$ 5,000 


$75,000 


$38,000 


$ 1,000 


Canadian Association of University Research Administrators 
Support for the 1996 annual meeting of CAURA in Halifax 


Carleton University 
Support for the Carleton University Survey Centre to continue operations as 


part of the International Social Survey Programme 


Canadian Global Change Program 
International Group of Funding Agencies for Global Change Research 


Health Canada 
For co-sponsorship of the Research Dissemination and Uptake Conference 


Canadian Psychological Association 
Support for the National Conference on Psychology as a Science 


Simon Fraser University 


Support for the Scholarly Communication in the Next Millennium Conference 


Association of Canadian College and University Teachers of English 
Support for a shared program involving six scholarly associations at the 1997 
Congress of Learned Societies 


$ 1,000 


$25,000 


$ 5,000 


$ 3,500 


$10,000 


$ 5,000 


$ 5,000 


AUDITOR GENERAL OF CANADA VERIFICATEUR GENERAL DU CANADA 


AUDITOR’S REPORT 


To the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
and 


the Minister of Industry 


I have audited the statement of operations of the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council for year ended March 31, 1997. This financial statement is the 
responsibility of the Council’s management. My responsibility is to express an opinion 
on this financial statement based on my audit. 


I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those 
standards require that I plan and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether 
the financial statement is free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on 
a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statement. 
An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates 
made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. 


In my opinion, this financial statement presents fairly, in all material respects, the results 
of operations of the Council for year ended March 31, 1997 in accordance with the 
accounting policies set out in Note 2 to the financial statement. 


Raymond Dubois, FCA 


Deputy Auditor General 
for the Auditor General of Canada 


Ottawa, Canada 
June 27, 1997 
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SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


MARCH 31, 1997 


Ewe Natural Sciences and Engineering Social Sciences and Humanities 


Research Council of Canada Research Council of Canada 

Conseil de recherches en sciences Conseil de recherches en 

naturelles et en génie du Canada sciences humaines du Canada 

Common Administrative Services Directorate Direction des services administratifs communs 
MANAGEMENT REPORT 


We have prepared the accompanying financial statement of the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council in accordance with the reporting requirements and standards of the Receiver 
General for Canada. This financial statement was prepared in accordance with the significant 
accounting policies set out in Note 2 of the statement on a basis consistent with that of the 
preceding year. Some previous year figures have been reclassified to conform to current year’s 
presentation. 


Responsibility for the integrity and objectivity of data in this financial statement rests with the 
management of the Council. In order to assure maximum objectivity and freedom from bias, the 
financial data contained in this financial statement has been examined by the Audit Committee 
of the Council. 


The information included in the financial statement is based on management’s best estimates 
and judgements with due consideration to materiality. To fulfill these accounting and reporting 
responsibilities, the Council maintains a set of accounts which provides a centralized record of 
the Council’s financial transactions. Financial information contained in the ministerial 
statements and elsewhere in the Public Accounts is consistent with this financial statement, 
unless indicated otherwise. 


The Council’s Common Administrative Services Directorate develops and disseminates financial 
management and accounting policies, and issues specific directives which maintain standards 
of accounting and financial management. The Council maintains systems of financial 
management and internal control which gives due consideration to costs, benefits and risks. 
They are designed to provide reasonable assurance that transactions are properly authorized 
by Parliament and are executed in accordance with prescribed regulations, and are properly 
recorded so as to maintain accountability of Government funds and safeguard the Council's 
assets. Financial management and internal control systems are augmented by the maintenance 
of internal audit programs. The Council also seeks to assure the objectivity and integrity of data 
in its financial statement by the careful selection, training and development of qualified staff, by 
organizational arrangements that provide appropriate divisions of responsibility, and by 
communication programs aimed at ensuring that its regulations, policies, standards and 
managerial authorities are understood throughout the organization. 


Management presents this financial statement to the Auditor General of Canada who audits it 
and provides an independent opinion which has been appended to this financial statement. 


ate 


350 Albert Street 350, rue Albert Es | 
P.O. Box 1610 C.P. 1610 Canada 
Ottawa K1P 6G4 Ottawa K1P 6G4 


The accounting system and financial statement of the Council have evolved over the years to 
meet changing conditions and to give improved reporting and control of expenditures. 


Approved by: 


C2 

a an 
Director of Finance 

(Senior Full-time Financial Officer) 


Laurent Nadon 
Director General 
Common Administrative Services Directorate 
(Senior Financial Officer) 


June 27,1997 


SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 1997 


(in thousands of dollars) 


1997 1996 
Expenditure 
Grants and Fellowships 
Research Grants 38,537 45,812 
Fellowships 24,548 28,227 
Strategic Grants 14,779 12,960 
Research Communication Grants 5,780 4,573 
Special Grants 314 397 
International Relations Grants 100 _ 150 
84,058 92,119 
Operations 

Salaries and employee benefits 5,668 5,631 
Employee termination benefits 249 293 
Accommodation 1,220 1,220 
Professional and special services 890 866 
Expenditure for Council and its committees SS 370 
Communications and travel 299 256 
Material and supplies 283 205 
Acquisition of office furniture and equipment 207 151 
Repairs and maintenance 183 113 
Advertising and publication 157 172 
Postage and freight 63 107 
Rental of facilities and equipment 4 55 
Program evaluation - 65 
9,538 9,504 
93,596 101,623 

Non-tax Revenue 
Refund of previous years' expenditures 556 819 
Net cost of operations (Note 3) 93,040 100,804 


The accompanying notes are an integral part of this financial statement. 


Approved by the Council: 


ered 
Lynn Penrod Laurent Nadon 


President Director General - Common Administrative 
Services Directorate 
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SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


Notes to the Statement of Operations 
March 31, 1997 


Authority and objective 


The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) was 
established in 1977 by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
Act, and is a departmental corporation named in Schedule II to the 
Financial Administration Act. The objective of the Council is to promote 
and assist research and scholarship in the social sciences and humanities. 


The operating and grants expenditures are funded by budgetary lapsing 
authorities. Contributions to the employee benefit plans are authorized 
by a statutory authority. 


Significant accounting policies 


The statement of operations has been prepared in accordance with the 
reporting requirements and standards established by the Receiver 
General of Canada for departmental corporations. The most significant 
accounting policies are as follows: 


(a) Expenditure recognition 


Grants and fellowships are charged to expenditures when the 
entitlement of the recipient has been established, the commitment has 
been authorized and approved for payment before the end of the fiscal 
year. Operating expenditures are recorded on an accrual basis, 
except for vacation pay, compensatory leave and termination benefits 
which are recorded on a cash basis. 


(b) Capital purchases 
Acquisitions of capital assets are recorded as operating expenditure 
in the year of purchase. 


(c) Services provided without charge by other Government departments 


Estimates of amounts for services provided without charge by other 
Government departments are included in operating expenditures. 


Refunds of previous years' expenditures 


Refunds of previous years' expenditures are recorded as revenue when 
received and are not deducted from expenditures. These funds are 
remitted to the Receiver General of Canada. 


Contributions to the Public Service Superannuation Plan 


Employees participate in the Public Service Superannuation Plan 
administered by the Government of Canada. The employees and the 
Council contribute equally to the cost of the Plan. Council's 
contributions are charged to expenditures on a current basis. 


The Council is not required under present legislation to make 
contributions with respect to actuarial deficiencies of the 
Public Service Superannuation Account. 


Parliamentary appropriations 


The net cost of operations is provided by Parliamentary appropriations. 
These appropriations are recorded when used and any amount not 
used lapses. Appropriations are as follows: 


1997 1996 
(in thousands of dollars) 


Industry Canada 


Grants and Fellowships 


Main Estimates Vote 110 (Vote 95 in 1996) 983,426 89,188 
Add: Supplementary Estimates (A) - 2,295 
Supplementary Estimates (B) 353 96 
Less: Grants and Fellowships expenditures 83,779 Sal TAS) 


Frozen allotment - 


Operating expenditures 


Main Estimates Vote 105(Vote 90 in 1996) Tas Pe MSO 
Add: Supplementary Estimates (A) 358 384 
Supplementary Estimates (B) 46 84 
Less: Operating expenditures Un 2S 7,346 
Operating lapse 252 282 


Statutory contributions to 


employee benefit plans 702 643 
Total use of appropriations Shab. WIS 99,568 
Add: 

Funding from other departments 

for Joint Initiatives BUYS) 540 
o27,0 55 100,108 
Add: 
Services provided without charge 
by other Government departments 1,541 27549 
Less: 

Non-tax revenue 556 gs jas 

Net cost of operations 93,040 100,804 


4. 


Trust funds 


(a) 


Queen's Fellowship Fund 


The Queen's Fellowship Fund consists of $250,000 which has been 
deposited in an interest bearing trust account. The interest earned 
is used for fellowships to graduate students in certain fields of 
Canadian studies. The operations of the Fund, which are not included 
in the statement of operations, were as follows: 


1997 1996 
(in thousands of dollars) 


Balance, beginning of year 266 266 
Add - Interest earned 9 16 
Less - Fellowships paid (18) (16) 


Balance, end of year, represented 
by deposits in the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund, in the name of the 
Counesl 


N 
ul 
“NI 
N 
0) 
0) 


| 
| 


Special Trust Fund 


This trust fund was established for the receipt and disbursement of 
private donations for the purpose of special projects in the field of 
social sciences and humanities research activities. The operations 
of this special trust fund, which are not included in the statement 
of operations, were as follows: 


1997 1996 
(in thousands of dollars) 


Balance, beginning of year S) 9 
Add - donations received and 

interest earned 35 20 
Less - fellowships paid (20) (20) 


Balance, end of year, represented 

by deposits in the Consolidated 

Revenue Fund, in the name of the 

Council 2 


nS 


Si 


Commitments 
Payment of grants and scholarships extending in future years are subject 


to the provision of funds by Parliament. Future years awards adjudicated 
prior to March 31, 1997 are payable as follows: 


(in thousands of dollars) 


1998 72,682 
ALYEVS, 44,830 
Subsequent years PIS}, Tess} 

ND) al 


Changes in financial statement presentation 


Certain of the 1996 comparative figures have been reclassified to conform 
with the presentation adopted in the current year. 
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The Honourable John Manley, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Industry 
Ottawa, Canada 


Sir, 
Pursuant to Section 21 of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Act, 1976-77, Iam 
pleased to submit the twentieth annual report of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 


Council of Canada. 


Yours very truly, 


25 — 


Marc Renaud 


' President 


July 31, 1998 


Whuat IS THE COUNCIL? 


The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) is Canada’s federal 
funding agency for university-based research and graduate training in the social 
sciences and humanities, which embrace a wide range of disciplines and fields of 
knowledge. Some examples are economics, business and administrative studies, 
education, ethics and law, as well as history, literature and philosophy, anthropology, 
psychology, sociology, fine arts, native, religious, environmental and women's studies. 


SSHRC was created by Parliament in 1977. It is governed by a 22-member Council 
appointed by the federal government from the academic, public and private sectors. 


Through its activities, SSHRC helps to continually build the human knowledge and 
skills Canada needs to improve the quality of its social, economic and cultural life. 
SSHRC supports high-quality research and research training that help us both to 
understand the evolving nature of the society we live in and to address emerging 
challenges and opportunities more effectively. SSHRC also helps put the benefits of 
research to work by promoting the transfer of knowledge among researchers, research 
partners, policy makers and other stakeholders within Canadian society. 


SSHRC’s funding programs provide support for: 


e basic research (by individual researchers and research teams) to develop new 
theories and better research approaches/ methods, and to advance fundamental 
knowledge of human nature/ behaviour and of social, economic, cultural and 
intellectual matters; 


e targeted research (by multidisciplinary teams and research networks) to focus 
concerted, problem-solving attention on intellectual, social, economic, or cultural 
issues of particular interest or concern to Canada; 


e advanced research training at the doctoral and postdoctoral level to help supply 
social sciences and humanities expertise at Canadian universities, in government 
and in various sectors of our economy; 


e research communication and knowledge transfer to promote the use of knowledge 
generated by Canada's researchers and scholars. 


In addition SSHRC plays a leadership role in the development of research policy and 
acts as a catalyst within the social sciences and humanities research community. It 
promotes excellence, productivity and relevance in research within individual fields 
and in broader areas such as health care, economic performance (both national and 
global), social, family and legal issues, culture and heritage in a changing world, and 
environmental issues. 
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SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


Members of the Council 


Lynn Penrod 
President 


Marc Renaud 
President 


Paul Lovejoy 
Vice-President 
Department of History, York University 


Patricia Demers 
Vice-President 
Department of English, University of Alberta 


John Adair 
Department of Psychology, University of Manitoba 


Paul Bernard 
Département de sociologie, Université de Montréal 


Tim Brodhead 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
The J.W. McConnell Family Foundation, Montréal, QC 


Massimo Ciavolella 
Department of Italian Studies, University of Toronto 


Patricia Clements 
Dean of Arts, University of Alberta 


William Coleman 

Director 

Institute on Globalization and the Human Condition 
McMaster University 


David Dodge 
Faculty of Commerce, University of British Columbia 


Florence G. Driedger 
Social Development Consultant, Regina, SK 


Jane Gaskell 
Associate Dean of the Faculty of Education, 
University of British Columbia 


Richard Guscott 
Psychiatric Medicine, Hamilton, ON 


Linda Harasim 
TeleLearning Networks of Centres of Excellence 
Simon Fraser University 


(August 31, 1999) 
(resigned June 30, 1997) 


(September 1, 2000) 


(April 13, 1997) 


(December 1, 2000) 


(December 1, 2000) 


(April 24, 1998) 


(December 1, 2000) 


(April 24, 1998) 


(April 13, 1997) 


(December 1, 2000) 


(December 1, 2000) 


(February 2, 1998) 


(December 19, 1997) 


(December 19, 1997) 


(December 1, 2000) 


Jo-Anne M. McCutcheon 
Doctoral Student in History, University of Ottawa 


Kathy Mezei 
Department of English, Simon Fraser University 


Bruce Muirhead 
Department of History, Lakehead University 


Fraser Mustard 
The Founders Network, Toronto, ON 


Beverley Nicholson 
Department of Native Studies, Brandon University 


John Oleson 
Department of Greek and Roman Studies 
University of Victoria 


Rosemary Ommer 
Principal Investigator, Eco-Research Program 
Memorial University of Newfoundland 


Elizabeth Parr-Johnston 
President and Vice-Chancellor 
University of New Brunswick 


Danielle Riverin-Simard 
Faculté des sciences de ]'éducation, Université Laval 


Elizabeth Savard-Muir 
Senior Researcher, Canadian Parent Institute 
Chute a Blondeau, ON 


Helen Sinclair 
Bankwork Trading Inc. 
Toronto, ON 


Philip Smith 
Department of Psychology, 
University of Prince Edward Island 


James Torczyner 
School of Social Work, McGill University 


Charles Uhlman, Mahone Bay, Nova Scotia 
(formerly with the Lunnenberg County School District) 


Mair Verthuy 
Département d’études francaises, Université Concordia 


* The date marks the end of the member’s term as announced by the Governor-in-Council. 


(February 10, 1998) 


(December 19, 1997) 


(December 19, 1997) 


(December 1, 2000) 


(April 13, 1997) 


(December 1, 2000) 


(April 13, 1997) 


(April 24, 1998) 


(April 24, 1998) 


(December 1, 2000) 


(April 24, 1998) 
(resigned October 15, 
1997) 


(April 24, 1998) 


(December 19, 1997) 


(April 24, 1998) 


(December 19, 1997) 


Associate Members 


Dr. Henry Friesen 

President 

Medical Research Council of Canada 
Ottawa 


Dr. Tom Brzustowski 

President 

Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council 
Ottawa 


Council Officers 


President 
Lynn Penrod 
(resigned June 30, 1997) 


Marc Renaud 
(appointed September 2, 1997) 


Director General, 
Common Administrative Services 
Laurent Nadon 


Director General, Program Branch 
Elaine Isabelle 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


Executive Committee 


Lynn Penrod (Chair) 

(resigned June 30, 1997) 

Marc Renaud (Chair) (appointed September 2, 1997) 
Paul Lovejoy 

Massimo Ciavolella 

Patricia Clements 

Florence Dnedger 

Kathy Mezei 

Philip Smith 

Mair Verthuy 


Program Committee 


Lynn Penrod (Chair) 

(resigned June 30, 1997) 

Marc Renaud (Chair) (appointed September 2, 1997) 
Paul Lovejoy 

Paul Bernard 

Jane Gaskell 

Jo-Anne McCutcheon 

Rosemary Ommer 

Thomas Lennon, University of Western Ontario 
Louise Quesnel, Université Laval 

Cannie Stark, University of Regina 

Nicholas Zekulin, University of Calgary 


Audit Committee 


Bruce Muirhead 
Beverley Nicholson 
James Torczyner 
Charles Uhlman 


Ad Hoc Committee on Integrity 
Philip Smith (Chair) 

Richard Guscott 

Elizabeth Parr-Johnston 


Danielle Riverin-Simard 


COUNCIL REPRESENTATION ON OTHER BODIES 


The President, Dr. Marc Renaud, represents the Council on the following bodies: 
Medical Research Council of Canada 

National Council on Ethics in Human Research 

Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada 
Oakley Caucus 

Tri-Council Steering Committee, Networks of Centres of Excellence 
Tri-Council Working Group on Ethics 

Canadian Genome Analysis and Technology Program (CGAT) 

S&T Industry Portfolio Heads 

Canadian Health Services Research Foundation 

Canadian Foundation for Innovation 

Metropolis 


Partnership Group for Science and Engineering 
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Elaine Isabelle 
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Yves Mougeot 
Acting Director 


Strategic Grants Division 
Denis Croux 
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Fellowships and Institutional 
Grants Division 


Carole Ann Murphy 
Director 


President 


Marc Renaud 


Policy, Planning, Evaluation and 
International Relations 
Division 
France Landriault 
Director 


Communications Division 
Pamela Wiggin 
Director 


Secretariat Division 
Héléne Price 
Manager 


Special Advisor 


Marcel Lauziére 


Common Administrative 
Services Directorate 


Laurent Nadon 
Director General 


Finance Division 
Daniel Gosselin 
Director 


Human Resources Division 
Michel Cavallin 
Director 


Information Systems Division 
lan Calvert 
Director 


Administration Division 
René Quirouette 
Director 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


INTRODUCTION 


The 1997-98 fiscal year — the twentieth in the history of the Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council and my first as president — has been one 
of intensive planning and development marked by a number of changes 
which set the stage for the future. 


We forged ahead with implementation of Striking the Balance, our five-year 
strategic plan for the period 1996-2001, launching many initiatives to enable 
social sciences and humanities research to make a more direct contribution 
to enhancing Canadians’ quality of life. 


This process was helped by the federal government's vote of confidence in 
university-based research — in the form of a budget increase over the next 
few years — after a period of severe cutbacks and austerity that had seemed 
likely to go on for some time. We see the increase as a step in the right 
direction, a prelude to a brighter future and a reinvigorated Canadian 
research sector which has all the ingredients it needs to remain among the 
best in the world. 


Another key factor was the appointment in December of 16 new people to 
our 22-member board of directors, replacing those whose terms of office had 
come to anend. Since board appointments are for three years, this transition 
from the “old” to the “new” board took place at an opportune time, giving 
us the stability we need to move forward with a highly charged agenda. 


This agenda includes new investments to better support various facets of 
research in the social sciences and humanities. Another major thrust is 
research promotion: we hope our efforts will aid the broader sharing of 
SSHRC-funded research results outside academic circles and build greater 
appreciation of the valuable work being accomplished. 


PROMISING INVESTMENTS 


The federal budget of February 1998 brought SSHRC’s 1998-99 budget back 
up to 1994-95 levels, effectively increasing by approximately $13 million the 
amount we would normally have expected to receive for the same period. 


The increase will enable us to launch research projects in areas of vital 
importance to Canadian society and to improve our support for research 
and training in the social sciences and humanities. 


Filling critical gaps in our knowledge 


In recent years, the exponential growth in new communications 
technologies, globalization, and the unprecedented free play of global 
market forces have created new social, political, cultural and economic 
challenges. As is the case in most countries, Canada is trying to determine 
how best to meet such challenges and to foresee what problems we may 
have to face in the society of tomorrow. 


In order to ensure that social sciences and humanities research makes the 
best possible contribution in this context, SSHRC conducted consultations 
with the public and private sectors and nongovernmental organizations, and 
in light of the results, established three new areas for targeted research: 


® social cohesion; 


= the cultural, social and economic challenges facing a knowledge-based 
society; 


s the social and cultural factors involved in health. 


SSHRC also struck agreements for joint initiatives with several government 
partners, notably with: 


= two of our partners in the Industry Portfolio — the National Research 
Council of Canada and the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council. The aim of this initiative is to create a multidisciplinary — 
research network on innovation systems to examine the impacts of 
innovation and technological change on local and regional economic 
development in the “new economy”. 


= the Policy Research Secretariat. The aim of this initiative is to launch a 
program of research into eight key factors underlying change and major 
trends—globalization, North American integration, technological change 
and the information revolution, the environment, demographic change 
and aging, the proliferation of centres of power, social fragmentation and 
changing values. 


Two other new partners are the Canadian Forestry Service and the 
International Development Research Centre (IDRC). SSHRC is also 
negotiating with SchoolNet (the school network) so that the social sciences 
and humanities sector can join in Canada’s efforts to become the most 
“connected “ country in the world. 


In order to encourage innovative work that examines and fosters the 
development of promising new research directions and fosters their 
development, SSHRC launched Research Development Initiatives, a new 
program that had been announced in 1996-97 as part of the five-year plan. 
Its purpose is to stimulate and support activities promoting academic 
exchange and co-operation, as well as the organization, transfer and 
integration of knowledge in the social sciences and humanities both 
domestically and internationally. The range of activities could include such 
things as virtual meetings, networking and communication initiatives, 
intensive research sessions and reviews of the present state of research in 
specific areas. 


Linking researchers and the community 


SSHRC’s increased budget will also enable it to create university- 
community research “crossroads” — essentially a new type of research 
centre where researchers and students will work more closely with 
community organizations (groups, public services and private companies) 
that are socially, culturally and economically active. Building on the existing 
strengths of participating universities, the crossroads will examine key 
issues in major areas such as youth, Native peoples, poverty and violence, 
and will help meet community needs for information and research. 


The work program of each “crossroad” will be decided jointly by user 
groups in the community and university researchers and may comprise a 
variety of activities such as research, training of students through joint 
research programs and practicums in community organizations, and 
knowledge transfer. 


The crossroads will start as a pilot project, and once running smoothly, may 
well become a major service, given that many people believe the future of 
our society will depend on its social capital — the capacity of individuals 
and groups within the community to work together in order to solve 
problems. 


Ensuring the ongoing renewal of ideas and skills 


Our ability to continue harnessing the talents of social scientists and 
humanists to address pressing strategic issues and meet society’s needs is 
directly linked to the underlying strength of Canadian research. This 
strength derives from the efforts of university researchers who, through 
their excellence in basic research and in training a new generation of highly 
qualified personnel, enable us to stay at the forefronts of knowledge. Their 
work also ensures a continuous renewal of skills and ideas which we can 
put to many different uses. In short, targeted research and basic research go 
hand in hand: targeted research is only possible because of the strength and 
flexibility that flow from basic research and advanced training. 


As Nobel Prize laureate John Polanyi recently put it, “Of all things, the 
future is the hardest to predict. Our scientists’ usefulness depends upon 
their ability to pick out what matters and to do so before it is evident to all.” 
We do not yet know what the major questions of tomorrow will be, but we 
do know that we must be in a position to answer them, and answer them 
promptly, by strengthening basic research and advanced training in the 
social sciences and humanities and thereby consolidating the full range of 
skills and knowledge available to us. 


Accordingly, SSHRC substantially increased the budget allocated to basic 
research in its March 1998 grants competition and announced 
improvements in its grants programs for next year. The effect of these 
measures will be twofold. First, they will give more researchers an 
opportunity to conduct leading-edge research in a variety of fields. Second, 
a higher success rate will give a significant psychological boost to a research 
community demoralized by years of chronic under-funding and the 
downward spiral of budgets for its sector. 


Part of the new funds will be used to help a greater number of young 

Canadians pursue advanced studies in the social sciences and humanities. 
There will be a modest increase in the dollar value of doctoral fellowships 
and in the number of doctoral and post-doctoral fellows receiving support 
from the Council. Recipients will be better able to prepare themselves for 
fulfilling careers, whether in the university world or in the public and 
private sectors, and to help Canada meet head-on the challenges of the next 


century. 


Despite this note of optimism, the fact remains that SSHRC can provide 
support to only about 5% of graduate students in the social sciences and 
humanities. Moreover, the dollar value of SSHRC fellowships is still 
significantly below the value of fellowships provided by the other granting 


councils to doctoral students in their fields. This depressed state of affairs is 
at odds with the demonstrated value of such training: employment statistics 
show that PhDs in the social sciences and humanities are just as successful in 
finding work as those in other areas, if not more so, and command 
comparable, if not slightly higher, salaries. 


If this year’s budget is a sign that the wind is beginning to shift in the social 
sciences and humanities’ favour, we believe we can legitimately look 
forward to redressing important gaps in our development of human capital 
over the next several years. 


IMPROVING OUR IMAGE 


To get there, we must intensify our efforts to make SSHRC and the value of 
the research and training it supports better known and appreciated in the 
community at large. 


The situation we find ourselves in is somewhat paradoxical. The fields we 
represent encompass a host of widely recognized issues — ranging from the 
problems facing children, to the challenges of globalization, taxation policy, 
biomedical ethics and cultural diversity, from the psychology of dangerous 
behaviour to food security in the North, NAFTA, international relations and 
the management of technological change, to name just a few. Hardly a day 
goes by without one of these topics making front-page news and generating 
debate fuelled by research in the social sciences and humanities. Yet the 
work and the names of the researchers involved are rarely mentioned. 


It should also be remembered that the results of social sciences and 
humanities research have made it possible for Canada to make progress ona 
number of important issues. For example, it is partly due to such research 
that investing in children has become a national priority and that provincial 
governments have taken up the challenges of restructuring the health and 
education sectors. The knowledge gained through research in the social 
sciences and humanities is also helping us to amend our immigration policy, 
to create new ways to increase community self-reliance, and to give children 
across Canada the tools they need to get together on the information 
highway without stepping outside their own classroom. 


In short, Canada is sitting on a gold mine: its university research capacity in 
the social sciences and humanities. However, despite the wealth of 
knowledge produced over the years, the true potential of this mine has yet 
to be fully exploited. 


One of SSHRC’s tasks in the coming year — indeed, over the next few years 
— jis to rectify this situation by stepping up its efforts to bring research 
producers closer to research users, particularly in the public sector, and by 
more effectively promoting success stories in the fields it supports. 


Bringing research producers and users closer together 


For many years, SSHRC has been supporting advanced research through 
initiatives developed and funded collaboratively with organizations in the 
public and private sectors. To date, these initiatives have generated more 
than $20 million in additional funding for research in the social sciences and 
humanities while at the same time serving to strengthen ties between 
researchers and users and facilitate the sharing of research results. 


As noted above, we will be funding other research programs in co-operation 
with various government agencies (such as the Policy Research Secretanat 
and IDRC) in areas where the social sciences and humanities can answer 
questions on issues of mutual concern. The planned university-community 
research crossroads will also link research producers and users by giving 
them a vehicle for working together on jointly defined projects and 
objectives. 


Given the importance of these types of initiatives, SSHRC has decided to 
increase its own “incubator” capacity. We want to be able to identify, in a 
more structured and systematic way, current and new requirements for 
knowledge in the social sciences and humanities in Canada, particularly in 
the public sector, to translate them into specific research objectives and, on 
that basis, to set up new targeted research programs to meet those 
requirements effectively. With this in mind, we are channeling additional 
resources into our Strategic Grants Division. 


We will also intensify our activities as a broker between the research 
community and users. In many instances, researchers are tackling questions 
very similar to those which government organizations are trying to answer 
and can make significant contributions to the policy development process. 
SSHRC will stay on the lookout for opportunities to promote strategic 
linkages between users and researchers or research networks and enable 
both to derive maximum benefit from research efforts. 


More effectively promoting “success stories” in the social sciences and 
humanities 


A number of major advances have been made in the social sciences and 
humanities, not only in targeted research but also, and perhaps more 
extensively, in basic research. As I mentioned earlier, basic research is the 
foundation and source of targeted and policy-oriented research. Yet all too 
often, despite its achievements, basic research lingers in the shadows and 
fails to receive the credit it is due. 


To help turn this situation around, we are injecting new resources into 
SSHRC’s Communications Division to enable it to work more closely with 
universities and researchers and more systematically transfer research 
results to non-academic publics. By planning and implementing a broader 
range of communications activities, we aim to help researchers make others 
better aware of the contribution they are making. 


We are currently planning a public awareness campaign that will bring 
researchers from every corner of the country to Ottawa this fall so they can 
describe to elected representatives and senior government officials the 
research they have been working on. They will also explain the very real 
impacts their work is having on the social, economic, cultural and 
intellectual well-being of their fellow Canadians and demonstrate some of 
the many ways in which Canadians’ investment in social sciences and 
humanities research is paying important dividends. 


A database to serve communications and other needs 


All this communications activity will receive substantial support from 
information technology. Because of the universal year 2000 informatics 
challenge — the “millennium bug” — SSHRC decided last October to 
develop a new information system for grant and fellowship management. 
Known by its acronym AMIS (Award Management Information System), 
the new system will be based on the one used by the Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Research Council and will be designed to help SSHRC better 
capture the data needed for its planning, program administration, 
evaluation and communications activities. 


The first phase of the new system is scheduled to come on line as of April 1, 
1999. Once all components are up and running, AMIS will give the Council 
a powerful tool for sharing research results more effectively with potential 
users and for promoting the importance and usefulness of social sciences 
and humanities research to Canadians. 


CLOSING THOUGHTS 


The convergence of all these factors in 1997-98 — new ideas, a healthier 
budget, new initiatives, and so on — is already conspiring to focus our 
attention on 1998-99, which promises to be a very busy year. We look 
forward to new programs coming on stream, new communications 
strategies being carried out, and new ways being introduced to enhance the 
image of the social sciences and humanities and increase confidence in the 
research that SSHRC is funding in the interest of Canada’s social, economic, 
cultural and intellectual well-being. 


PRESIDENTIAL FUND FOR INNOVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 


The following projects received funding from the Presidential Fund for Innovation and Development. 
These projects were deemed to be unique, innovative or designed to ensure the national or international 
visibility of the social sciences and humanities within the research community or in other segments of 
society, but could not benefit from assistance available through other SSHRC programs. 


Canadian Association for Graduate Studies 
35th Annual General Meeting $1, 000 


Canadian Research Institute for the Advancement of Women 
La conférence de lancement de notre nouvelle série de publication « Voix $ 3,000 
féministes » 


University of Victoria 
Interim funding for the Global Environmental Change and Human Security $27,030 
Project 


Institut national de la recherche scientifique 

La difficulté rencontrée par le scientifique de faire reconnaitre l'importance de $ 5,000 
la recherche au politique et, deuxiémement, le manque d'intérét des jeunes 

vis-a-vis les carriéres scientifiques 


Knowledge @ work 

Financial support for a special agenda-setting working meeting of $ 3,500 
approximately 30 individuals 

University of Alberta 

First Metropolis National Conference Journal of Proceedings $ 7,000 


The Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute 
50% Anniversary of the Independence of India, 3-day seminar $25,000 


National Council on Bioethics in Human Research 
Support the broadening of NCBHR's mandate to social sciences and $50,000 
humanities in dealing with issues of ethics in human research 


University of Regina 
Tri-Council Working Group (Human Subjects) meetings $ 7,344 


Université du Québec a Hull 

To help defray the costs of the Conference Research at Small $ 1,000 
Universities/Pour aider a couvrir les cofits du Colloque La recherche dans les 

petites universités 


Humanities and Social Sciences Federation of Canada $47,580 
Funding for the Federation's Breakfast on the Hill seminar series 


Memorial University of Newfoundland 

Funding to help the organizing of annual meeting of the Society for 
Conservation Biology organized by the Marine Conservation Biology Institute 
in June 1997 at the University of Victoria 


Humanities and Social Sciences Federation of Canada 
Tri-council draft Code of Conduct among societies and scholarly associations 
in the humanities and social sciences 


Université Laval 
Activité de développement et intégration des connaissances sur l’Océanie 


McGill-Queen's University Press 
Salter / Hearn: Outside the lines 


Institute for Human Development, Life Course and Aging 
Conference - Why do people use complementary and alternative medicine: 
social science perspectives 


$10,000 


$15,000 


$ 9,600 


$ 7,350 


$10,000 


AUDITOR GENERAL OF CANADA VERIFICATEUR GENERAL DU CANADA 


AUDITOR’S REPORT 


To the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
and the Minister of Industry 


| have audited the statement of operations of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
for the year ended March 31, 1998. This financial statement is the responsibility of the Council's 
management My responsibility is to express an opinion on this financial statement based on my audit. 


| conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards 
require that | pian and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial 
statement is free of matenal misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statement. An audit also includes assessing 
the accounting pnncipies used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating 
the overall financial statement presentation. 


In my opinion, this financial statement presents fairly, in all material respects, the results of operations 
of the Council for the year ended March 31, 1998 in accordance with the accounting policies set out in 
Note 2 to the financial statement. 


See 


Richard Flageole, FCA 
Assistant Auditor General 
for the Auditor General of Canada 


Ottawa, Canada 
June 29, 1998 
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SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


MARCH 31, 1998 


Ra Natural Sciences and Engineering Social Sciences and Humanities 


Research Council of Canada Research Council of Canada 

Conseil de recherches en sciences Conseil de recherches en 

naturelles et en génie du Canada sciences humaines du Canada 

Common Administrative Services Directorate Direction des services administratifs communs 
MANAGEMENT REPORT 


We have prepared the accompanying financial statement of the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council in accordance with the reporting requirements and standards of the Receiver 
General for Canada. This financial statement was prepared in accordance with the significant 
accounting policies set out in Note 2 of the statement on a basis consistent with that of the 
preceding year. Some previous year figures have been reclassified to conform to current year’s 
presentation. 


Responsibility for the integrity and objectivity of data in this financial statement rests with the 
management of the Council. In order to assure maximum objectivity and freedom from bias, the 
financial data contained in this financial statement has been examined by the Audit Committee 
of the Council. 


The information included in the financial statement is based on management’s best estimates 
and judgements with due consideration to materiality. To fulfill these accounting and reporting 
responsibilities, the Council maintains a set of accounts which provides a centralized record of 
the Council’s financial transactions. Financial information contained in the ministerial 
statements and elsewhere in the Public Accounts of Canada is consistent with this financial 
statement, unless indicated otherwise. 


The Council’s Common Administrative Services Directorate develops and disseminates financial 
management and accounting policies, and issues specific directives which maintain standards 
of accounting and financial management. The Council maintains systems of financial 
management and internal control which give due consideration to costs, benefits and risks. 
They are designed to provide reasonable assurance that transactions are properly authorized 
by Parliament and are executed in accordance with prescribed regulations, and are properly 
recorded so as to maintain accountability of Government funds and safeguard the Council's 
assets. Financial management and internal control systems are augmented by the maintenance 
of internal audit programs. The Council also seeks to assure the objectivity and integrity of data 
in its financial statement by the careful selection, training and development of qualified staff, by 
organizational arrangements that provide appropriate divisions of responsibility, and by 
communication programs aimed at ensuring that its regulations, policies, standards and 
managerial authorities are understood throughout the organization. 


£402 


350 Albert Street 350, rue Albert hen 


P.O. Box 1610 C.P. 1610 ( ; d 
Ottawa K1P 6G4 Ottawa K1iP 6G4 and a 


Management presents this financial statement to the Auditor General of Canada who audits it 
and provides an independent opinion which has been appended to this financial statement. 


The accounting system and financial statement of the Council have evolved over the years to 
meet changing conditions and to give improved reporting and control of expenditures. 


Approved by: 


- 


a 


Daniel Gosselin 
Director of Finance 
(Senior Full-time Financial Officer) 


Laurent Nadon 
Director General 
Common Administrative Services Directorate 
(Senior Financial Officer) 


June 29,1998 


SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 1998 
(in thousands of dollars) 


1998 1997 
(restated) 
Expenditures (note 3) 
Grants and Fellowships 
Research Base 34,732 SEL MIS 
Research Training 27,693 24,451 
Strategic 12,640 14,391 
Institutional 7,481 5,392 
Research Communications 4,606 5,780 
= 87,152 83,779 
Operations 
Salaries and employee benefits 4,247 4,364 
Employee termination benefits 109 192 
Accommodation 939 939 
Professional and special services 650 686 
Acquisition of office furniture and equipment 336 159 
Material and supplies 199 218 
Council and its committees 198 243 
Communications and travel 167 230 
Repairs and maintenance 65 141 
Postage and freight 38 48 
Advertising and publication 33 2a 
Rental of facilities and equipment ili 3 
6,992 7,344 
Administration 
Salaries and employee benefits 1,269 1,304 
Employee termination benefits 32 57 
Accommodation 281 281 
Professional and special services 194 205 
Acquisition of office furniture and equipment 100 47 
Material and supplies 59 65 
Council and its committees 59 Us 
Communications and travel 50 69 
Repairs and maintenance 20 42 
Postage and freight 11 14 
Advertising and publication 10 36 
Rental of facilities and equipment _ 4 ese: 
2,089 2,194 
96,233 93,317 
Non-tax Revenue 
Refund of previous years' expenditures 242 556 
Net cost of operations 95,991 92,761 


The accompanying notes are an integral part of this financial statement. 


Approved by the Council: Say 


Marc Renaud Laurent “— > (eurentNadon. = 0) 
President Director General - Common Administrative 
Services Directorate 
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SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


Notes to the Statement of Operations 
March 31, 1998 


Authority and objective 


The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) was 
established in 1977 by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
Act, and is a departmental corporation named in Schedule II to the 
Financial Administration Act. The objective of the Council is to promote 
and assist research and scholarship in the social sciences and humanities. 


The grants and fellowships, operating and administrative expenditures are 
funded by budgetary lapsing authorities. Employee benefits are authorized 
by statutory authorities. 


Significant accounting policies 


The statement of operations has been prepared in accordance with the 
reporting requirements and standards established by the Receiver 
General of Canada for departmental corporations. The most significant 
accounting policies are as follows: 


(a) Expenditure recognition 


Grants and fellowships are charged to expenditures when the 
entitlement of the recipient has been established, the commitment has 
been authorized and approved for payment before the end of the fiscal 
year. Operating and administrative expenditures are recorded on an 
accrual basis, except for vacation pay, compensatory leave and 
termination benefits which are recorded on a cash basis. 


(b) Capital purchases 


Acquisitions of capital assets are recorded as operating and 
administrative expenditures in the year of purchase. 


(c) Services provided without charge by other Government departments 
and Agencies 


Estimates of amounts for services provided without charge by other 
Government departments and Agencies are included in operating and 
administrative expenditures. 


ce 


(d) Refunds of previous years' expenditures 


Refunds of previous years' expenditures are recorded as revenue when 
received and are not deducted from expenditures. These funds are 
remitted to the Receiver General of Canada. 


(e) Contributions to the Public Service Superannuation Plan 


Employees participate in the Public Service Superannuation Plan 
administered by the Government of Canada. The employees and the 
Council contribute equally to the cost of the Plan. Council's 
contributions are charged to expenditures on a current basis. 


The Council is not required under present legislation to make 
contributions with respect to actuarial deficiencies of the 
Public Service Superannuation Account. 


Changes in financial statement presentation 


The presentation of operating expenditures has been revised in order to 
better reflect their nature. Expenditures are now shown under operating 
and administrative groupings but the total operating expenditures are not 
affected. 


Amounts received from joint initiatives are now deducted from the grants 
and fellowships expenditures in order to present only the Council’s net 
cost of operations. The 1997 grants and fellowships expenditures have 
thus been reduced by 279(000)$. 


Finally, the classification of grants and fellowships has been revised in 
order to group programs according to their nature and to reflect the 
organizational structure. 


Parliamentary appropriations 


The net cost of operations is provided by Parliamentary appropriations. 
These appropriations are recorded when used and any amount not 


used lapses. Appropriations are as follows: 


ERS! 


LIST 


(in thousands of dollars) 


Industry Canada - 


Grants and Fellowships 

Main Estimates-Vote 90 (Vote 110 in 1997) 
Add: Supplementary Estimates (B) 
Less: Grants and Fellowships expenditures 


Grants and Fellowships lapse 


Operating and administrative expenditures 

Main Estimates-Vote 95(Vote 105 in 1997) 
Add: Supplementary Estimates (A) 

Supplementary Estimates (B) 
Less: Operating and administrative expenditures 


Operating and administrative lapse 


Statutory contributions to 
employee benefit plans 


Total use of appropriations 


Add: 
Services provided without charge 
by other Government departments 


Less: 
Non-tax revenue 


Net cost of operations 


(87 


S7BLSZ 


Sy Syl 


(6 810) 


3 


758 


94 720 


al) Saks} 


(242) 


95992! 


83 


(83 


jal 


92 


PRS 


702 


776 


541 


761 


52 


(a) 


Trust funds 


Queen's Fellowship Fund 


The Queen's Fellowship Fund consists of $250,000 which has been 
deposited in an interest bearing trust account. The interest earned 
is used for fellowships to graduate students in certain fields of 
Canadian Studies. The operations of the Fund, which are not included 
in the statement of operations, were as follows: 


1998 1997 
(in thousands of dollars) 


Balance, beginning of year 2517), 266 
Add : interest earned 8 9 
Less : fellowships paid (25) (18) 


- 


Balance, end of year, represented 
by deposits in the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund, in the name of the 
Council 


N 
Ww 
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Special Trust Fund 


This trust fund was established for the receipt and disbursement of 
private donations for the purpose of special projects in the field of 
social sciences and humanities research activities. The operations 
of this special trust fund, which are not included in the statement 
of operations, were as follows: 


1998 1997 
(in thousands of dollars) 


Balance, beginning of year 24 9 
Add : donations received and 


interest earned 226 35 
Less : fellowships paid (20) (20) 


Balance, end of year, represented 
by deposits in the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund, in the name of the 


Council 24 


N 
Ww 
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6. Commitments 
Payment of grants and fellowships extending in future years are subject 
to the provision of funds by Parliament. Future years awards adjudicated 
prior to March 31, 1998 are payable as follows: 


(in thousands of dollars) 


O99 69,042 


2000 48,949 
Subsequent years AS), Sisal 
147,542 


7. Uncertainty due to the Year 2000 Issue 


The Year 2000 Issue arises because many computerized systems use two 
digits rather than four to identify a year. Date-sensitive systems may 
recognize the year 2000 as 1900 or some other date, resulting in errors 
when information using year 2000 dates is processed. In addition, similar 
problems may arise in some systems which use certain dates in 1999 to 
represent something other than a date. The effects of the Year 2000 Issue 
may be experienced before, on, or after January 1, 2000, and, if not 
addressed, the impact on operations and financial reporting may range from 
minor errors to significant systems failure which could affect an entity’s 
ability to conduct normal business operations. It is not possible to be 
certain that all aspects of the Year 2000 Issue affecting the entity, 
including those related to the efforts of customers, suppliers, or other 
third parties, will be fully resolved. 
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Sir, 


Pursuant to Section 21 of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Act, 1976-77, lam 
pleased to submit the twenty-first annual report of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council of Canada. 


Yours very truly, 


LADD sin) 


Marc Renaud 
President 
August 17, 1999 


Whuartr IS THE COUNCIL? 


The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) is Canada’s federal 
funding agency for university-based research and graduate training in the social 
sciences and humanities, which embrace a wide range of disciplines and fields of 
knowledge. Some examples are economics, business and administrative studies, 
education, ethics and law, as well as history, literature and philosophy, anthropology, 
psychology, sociology, fine arts, native, religious, environmental and women's studies. 


SSHRC was created by Parliament in 1977. It is governed by a 22-member Council 
appointed by the federal government from the academic, public and private sectors. 


Through its activities, SSHRC helps to continually build the human knowledge and 
skills Canada needs to improve the quality of its social, economic and cultural life. 
SSHRC supports high-quality research and research training that help us both to 
understand the evolving nature of the society we live in and to address emerging 
challenges and opportunities more effectively. SSHRC also helps put the benefits of 
research to work by promoting the transfer of knowledge among researchers, research 
partners, policy makers and other stakeholders within Canadian society. 


SSHRC’s funding programs provide support for: 


e basic research (by individual researchers and research teams) to develop new 
theories and better research approaches/ methods, and to advance fundamental 
knowledge of human nature/ behaviour and of social, economic, cultural and 
intellectual matters; 


e targeted research (by multidisciplinary teams and research networks) to focus 
concerted, problem-solving attention on intellectual, social, economic, or cultural 
issues of particular interest or concern to Canada; 


e advanced research training at the doctoral and postdoctoral level to help supply 
social sciences and humanities expertise at Canadian universities, in government 
and in various sectors of our economy; 


e research communication and knowledge transfer to promote the use of knowledge 
generated by Canada's researchers and scholars. 


In addition SSHRC plays a leadership role in the development of research policy and 
acts as a catalyst within the social sciences and humanities research community. It 
promotes excellence, productivity and relevance in research within individual fields 
and in broader areas such as health care, economic performance (both national and 
global), social, family and legal issues, culture and heritage in a changing world, and 
environmental issues. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


The past year has been one of continuing transformation at the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC). Iam very 
pleased to report that through the collective efforts of Board members and 
staff - coupled with the very welcome new support accorded to us by 
Parliament - we have successfully pushed ahead on several fronts. 


The February 1998 Federal Budget announcement - restoring the budgets 
of all the granting councils to 1994 (pre-Program Review) levels and 
providing additional growth for the following two years - provided an 
important lift-off for our activities in fiscal year 1998-99. This 
improvement in our finances has enabled us to step up SSHRC’s 
organizational momentum and also to provide new opportunities to 
engage the energies and talents of the Canadian research community in 
the social sciences and humanities. 


On the program side, the new funds enabled us to begin implementing 
priority proposals from the Innovation Scenario approved by SSHRC’s 
Board in January 1998. This Scenario outlines initiatives for action in three 
essential areas: addressing strategic knowledge gaps, training for youth 
and employment needs, and sustaining a strong innovation capacity. This 
year, we have made progress in all three areas. 


For example, we have increased the number and size of awards in our 
core programs in order to continue building the diversified mass of 
research activity in the social sciences and humanities that is essential to 
the overall process of knowledge breakthrough and innovation. We have 
increased the number and value of awards for advanced graduate 
students to strengthen the pool of new Canadian research talent. We have 
developed and launched three new targeted research themes - Challenges 
and Opportunities of a Knowledge-based Economy; Society, Culture and the 
Health of Canadians; and Exploring Social Cohesion in a Globalizing Era - to 
help generate knowledge on specific issues of growing concern to 
Canadians. The actual list of grants will not be available until after the 
second stage of the competitions has been completed (in December 1999). 
In the meantime, Iam very happy to note that the volume of applications 
received this spring under each theme has been exceptionally large, 
demonstrating both the existence of pent-up demand and the willingness 
of our community to forge ahead into new and important research 
territory. 


We also launched a new Community-University Research Alliances 
(CURA) program to provide infrastructure support for research 
partnerships between university-based researchers and organizations in 
the community, enabling them to tackle issues that they have jointly 
defined as being important. Here again the competitions will not 
conclude until December 1999, but the incoming demand has been 
overwhelming - 176 applications from partnerships across the country on 
a wide diversity of subjects. 


In addition, we have launched a number of new Joint Initiatives with 
other funding partners to focus research efforts on issues of shared 
interest. These include an initiative (with Intergovernmental Affairs, 
Privy Council Office) to stimulate research and graduate training on 
various aspects of federalism; a research initiative (with the National 
Literacy Secretariat and Human Resources Development Canada) on 
social, cultural and economic factors that affect adult literacy; an initiative 
(with Natural Resources Canada and NSERC - the Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Research Council of Canada) to encourage interdisciplinary 
research on forests; and a new joint initiative (with NSERC and the 
National Research Council) for research on innovation systems. 


On the corporate side, we have taken a number of steps to improve 
SSHRC’s governance and organizational efficiency and to build better 
linkages with our clientele and other stakeholders. SSHRC now has a 
reconstituted and fully engaged Board of Directors of 22 members from 
the academic, public, private and community sectors. We have also put in 
place five standing committees of the Board to provide concerted advice 
on key policy and program directions and initiatives. By the end of the 
fiscal year, we completed our blueprint for revamping SSHRC’s 
organizational structure, to include a new Corporate Liaison and 
Innovation Division and assigning new responsibilities and resources to 
the Communications Division to help us do a better job of making SSHRC- 
generated research knowledge more widely accessible within and beyond 
the academic community. We undertook a number of new 
communications activities during the year with this same goal in mind as 
well. For example, we brought some 70 researchers to Ottawa for a three- 
day event to meet with Members of Parliament and senior government 
officials to report, first-hand, on some of the research SSHRC is 
supporting and what is being accomplished in specific areas. We also 
created a new series of materials to explain to external audiences what 
SSHRC is accomplishing. 


By way of complementary activities, we have designed and instituted a 


new corporate database to help administer our programs more efficiently. 


We have developed new, more user-friendly electronic application forms 
which will be available to the research community via SSHRC’s web site 
as of mid-August. Through these and other actions, we are continuing to 
improve the delivery of our services to clients and our linkages with the 
broader community. 


As these examples suggest, it has been, all in all, an extremely busy and 
eratifying year. 


We are living in exciting times - both here at Council and in the larger 
world. While the challenges and the pace of change in both spheres can 
sometimes be a bit unnerving, I count myself extremely fortunate to be 
heading this organization at this point in its history. SSHRC is blessed 
with an exceptional Board and exceptional staff and I cannot thank them 


enough for their tireless dedication, support and comradeship. I also have 


the privilege of working with a wonderful research community of 
remarkable dynamism, creativity and competence. I extend my heartfelt 
thanks to them as well. 


Building on the gains we have made this past year, we will continue our 
efforts in 1999-2000 to proceed with the progressive implementation of 


our Innovation Scenario. The overarching goal is to sustain the critical mass 


of research activity and expertise in the human sciences that is essential 
for Canada to further its standing as an advanced, civilized society and to 
generate the knowledge for social innovation that will be required for 
ongoing economic success. On behalf of all Canadians, we will redouble 
our commitment to help propel the national research effort in our fields 
both onward and upward. 
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PRESIDENTIAL FUND FOR INNOVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 


The following projects received funding from the Presidential Fund for Innovation and Development. 
These projects were deemed to be unique, innovative or designed to ensure the national or international 
visibility of the social sciences and humanities within the research community or in other segments of 
society, but could not benefit from assistance available through other SSHRC programs. 


Acadia University 
The Digital Agora Project $47,500 


Dalhousie University 
Conference: The Integration of Persons with Disabilities $35,000 


University of New Brunswick, Université de Montréal, Institut national de 

la recherche scientifique, McMaster University, York University, The 

University of Manitoba 

Joint SSHRC/ Statistics Canada Working Group Research Allowance $47,000 


Université de Montréal 
Symposium France-Canada sur l’immigration $31,000 


Université du Québec a Montréal 
Une analyse comparative de systemes nationaux d’innovation. Un projet $25,000 
Canada-Argentine 


Université Laval 
Journée sur le droit d’auteur pour le milieu universitaire $ 8,000 


Université Laval 
Séminaire - Rapport entre le commerce et la culture $10,000 


Carleton University 
1998-2000 Canadian participation in the international social survey programme $87,000 
(ISSP) 


University of Ottawa 
Building on Plurality: Culture in an Evolving Global Context $35,000 


European Union - Canada Conference 


Université d’Ottawa 
Colloque sur la gouvernance et la démographie $ 5,000 


Queen’s University at Kingston 


Setting an Agenda for Research on Health and the Environment $ 7,000 
University of Alberta 
The European Union and Central and Eastern Europe $ 7,500 


The implications for the Canadian economy 


University of British Columbia 
Rapport sur la revitalisation du systeme d’évaluation par les pairs $ 7,500 


University of Victoria 
International human dimension program 


Canadian Association of University Research Administrators 
Annual Conference at Banff, Alberta 


Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC) 
Technology Partnerships Program 


Humanities and Social Sciences Federation of Canada 
International Summit on the Humanities 


Canadian Cultural Research Network 
Interdisciplinary Colloquium and Founding Meeting 


ACFAS 
Guide de vulgarisation scientifique 


Royal Society of Canada 
Projet Canada-Hongrie : sécurité, identité et citoyenneté 


Policy Research Secretariat 
Policy Research Secretariat’s annual policy research conference 


The Paragon Conference & Event Group Inc. 
Closing the Loop - Third International Conference on the Scientific Basis of 
Health Services 


$20,000 


$ 1,000 


$63,647 


$50,000 


$19,000 


$ 2,500 


$12,000 


$50,000 


$ 8,000 


AUDITOR GENERAL OF CANADA VERIFICATEUR GENERAL DU CANADA 


AUDITOR’S REPORT 


To the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
and the Minister of Industry 


| have audited the statement of operations of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council for 
the year ended March 31, 1999. This financial statement is the responsibility of the Council’s 
management. My responsibility is to €Xpress an opinion on this financial statement based on my audit. 


| conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require 
that | plan and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial statement is free of 
material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence Supporting the amounts 
and disclosures in the financial statement. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles 
used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial 
Statement presentation. 


In my opinion, this financial statement presents fairly, in all material respects, the results of operations of 
the Council for the year ended March 31, 1999 in accordance with the accounting policies set out in 
Note 2 to the financial statement. 


KD 


Richard Flageole, FCA 
Assistant Auditor General 
for the Auditor General of Canada 


Ottawa, Canada 
June 11, 1999 


SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


For the year ended March 31, 1999 
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Eee Social Sciences and Humanities Conseil de recherches en 
Research Council of Canada Sciences humaines du Canada 


MANAGEMENT REPORT 


We have prepared the accompanying financial statement of the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council in accordance with the reporting requirements and standards of 
the Receiver General for Canada. This financial statement was prepared in accordance with 
the significant accounting policies set out in Note 2 of the statement on a basis consistent 
with that of the preceding year. Some previous year figures have been reclassified to 
conform to current year’s presentation. 


Responsibility for the integrity and objectivity of data in this financial statement rests with 
the management of the Council. In order to assure maximum objectivity and freedom from 
bias, the financial data contained in this financial statement has been examined by the Audit 
Committee of the Council. 


The information included in the financial statement is based on management’s best estimates 
and judgements with due consideration to materiality. To fulfill these accounting and 
reporting responsibilities, the Council maintains a set of accounts which provides a 
centralised record of the Council’s financial transactions. Financial information contained in 
the ministerial statements and elsewhere in the Public Accounts of Canada is consistent with 
this financial statement, unless indicated otherwise. 


The Council’s Common Administrative Services Directorate develops and disseminates 
financial management and accounting policies, and issues specific directives which maintain 
standards of accounting and financial management. The Council maintains systems of 
financial management and internal control which give due consideration to costs, benefits 
and risks. They are designed to provide reasonable assurance that transactions are properly 
authorised by Parliament and are executed in accordance with prescribed regulations, and are 
properly recorded so as to maintain accountability of Government funds and safeguard the 
Council’s assets. Financial management and internal control systems are augmented by the 
maintenance of internal audit programs. The Council also seeks to assure the objectivity and 
integrity of data in its financial statement by the careful selection, training and development 
of qualified staff, by organisational arrangements that: provide appropriate divisions of 
responsibility, and by communication programs aimed at ensuring that its regulations, 
policies, standards and managerial authorities are understood throughout the organisation. 
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Management presents this financial statement to the Auditor General of Canada who audits it 
and provides an independent opinion which has been appended to this financial statement. 


The accounting system and financial statement of the Council have evolved over the years to 
meet changing conditions and to give improved reporting and control of expenditures. 


Approved by: 


ip 


Daniel Gosselin 
Director of Finance 
(Senior Full-time Financial Officer) 


— 


Laurent Nadon 
Director General 
Common Administrative Services Directorate 
(Senior Financial Officer) 


June 11, 1999 


SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 1999 
(thousands of dollars) 


1999 1998 
Expenditures 
Grants and Fellowships 
Research Grant gs PARI Pane aa 2 Oh Ie 
Research Training 31,493 21,025 
Strategic 12,325 12,54] 
Research Communication 5,860 4,705 
925589 87,152 
Operations 
Salaries and employee benefits 6,738 DEON 
Employee termination benefits come 141 
Professional and special services 1,409 807 
Rentals 1263 [235 
Transportation and communications 819 561 
Acquisition of furniture and equipment 576 436 
Information 251 178 
Utilities, materials and supplies 203 123 
Repair and maintenance I 85 
1507 9,081 
104,096 96233 
Non-tax Revenue 
Refund of previous years' expenditure and other (802) (242) 
Net cost of operations (note 4) 08 204 tooo! 


The accompanying notes are an integral part of this financial statement. 


Approved by the Council: 


Marc Renaud Laurent Nadon 
President Director General - Common Administrative 
Services Directorate 
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SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


Notes to the Statement of Operations 
March 31, 1999 


1. Authority and objective 


The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) was established in 
1977 by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Act, and is a 
departmental corporation named in Schedule II to the Financial Administration Act. 
The objective of the Council is to promote and assist research and scholarship in the 
social sciences and humanities. 


The grants and fellowships and operating expenditures are funded by budgetary lapsing 
authorities. Employee benefits are authorised by statutory authorities. 


2. Significant accounting policies 


The statement of operations has been prepared in accordance with the reporting 
requirements and standards established by the Receiver General for Canada for 
departmental corporations. The most significant accounting policies are as follows: 


(a) Expenditure recognition 


Grants and fellowships are charged to expenditures when the entitlement of the 
recipient has been established, the commitment has been authorised and approved 
for payment before the end of the fiscal year. Operating expenditures are 
recorded on an accrual basis, except for vacation pay, compensatory leave and 
termination benefits which are recorded on a cash basis. 


(b) Capital purchases 


Acquisitions of capital assets are recorded as operating expenditures in the year of 
purchase. ; 


(c) Services provided without charge by other Government departments and agencies 


Estimates of amounts for services provided without charge by other Government 
departments and agencies are included in operating expenditures. 


(d) Refunds of previous years' expenditures and other 
Refunds of previous years’ expenditures and other are recorded as revenue when 
received and are not deducted from expenditures. These funds are remitted to the 
Receiver General for Canada. 

(e) Contributions to the Public Service Superannuation Plan 
Employees participate in the Public Service Superannuation Plan administered by 
the Government of Canada. The employees and the Council contribute equally to 
the cost of the Plan. Council's contributions are charged to expenditures on a cash 
basis. 
The Council is not required under present legislation to make contributions with 
respect to actuarial deficiencies of the Public Service Superannuation Account. 


3. Changes in financial statement presentation 


The presentation of operating and administrative expenditures has been revised. These 
expenditures are now grouped under operating expenditures and the total is not affected. 


The classification of operating expenditures has been revised in order to better reflect 
their nature. 


Finally, the classification of grants and fellowships has been revised in order to group 
programs according to their nature and to reflect the organizational structure. 


4. Parliamentary appropriations 


The net cost of operations is provided by Parliamentary appropriations. These 
appropriations are recorded when used and any amount not used lapses. Appropriations 


are as follows: 


Industry Canada 


Grants and Fellowships 
Main Estimates - Vote 100 
Add: 
Supplementary Estimates (A) 
Supplementary Estimates (B) 
Less: 
Supplementary Estimates (C) 
Grants and Fellowships lapse 


Grants and Fellowships expenditures 


Operating expenditures 
Main Estimates - Vote 95 
Add: 
Supplementary Estimates (A) 
Supplementary Estimates (B) 
Supplementary Estimates (C) 
Less: 
Operating lapse 


Operating expenditures 
Statutory contributions to Employee benefits plans 
Total use of appropriations 
Add: 
Services provided without charge by 
other Government departments 
Less 


Non-Tax Revenue 


Net cost of operations 


PO9o 


1,599 
(802) 


$ 103,294 


1998 


(thousands of dollars) 


$ 87,152 


5. Trust funds 
(a) Queen's Fellowship Fund 


The Queen's Fellowship Fund consists of $250,000 which has been deposited in 
an interest bearing trust account. The interest received is used for fellowships to 
graduate students in certain fields of Canadian studies. The operations of the 
fund, which are not included in the statement of operations, were as follows: 


1999 1998 
(thousands of dollars) 

Balance, beginning of year $ 250 $ 257 
Add: Interest received ei § 


Less: Fellowships paid - (13) 
Balance, end of year, represented 

by deposits in the Consolidated Revenue 

Fund, in the name of the Council $ 261 $ 250 


(b) Special Trust Fund 


This trust fund was established for the receipt and disbursement of private 
donations for the purpose of special projects in the field of social sciences and 
humanities research activities. The operations of this special trust fund, which are 
not included in the statement of operations, were as follows: 


1999 1998 
(thousands of dollars) 
Balance, beginning of year $ 230 Su24 
Add: Donations received 
and Interest received 15 226 
Less: Fellowships paid (5) (20) 


Balance, end of year, represented by 
deposits in the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund, in the name of the Council $ 240 $ 230 


6. Commitments 
Payment of grants and fellowships extending in future years are subject to the provision 
of funds by Parliament. Future years awards adjudicated prior to March 31, 1999 are 


payable as follows: 


(thousands of dollars) 


2000 | $ 82,089 
2001 aeCe |G) 
Subsequent years 28,457 


$ 167,859 


7. Uncertainty due to the Year 2000 Issue 


The Year 2000 Issue arises because many computerised systems use two digits rather 
than four to identify a year. Date-sensitive systems may recognise the year 2000 as 
1900 or some other date, resulting in errors when information using year 2000 dates is 
processed. In addition, similar problems may arise in some systems which use certain 
dates in 1999 to represent something other than a date. The effects of the Year 2000 
Issue may be experienced before, on, or after January 1, 2000, and, if not addressed, the 
impact on operations and financial reporting may range from minor errors to significant 
systems failure which could affect the Council’s ability to conduct normal business 
operations. It is not possible to be certain that all aspects of the Year 2000 Issue 
affecting the Council, including those related to the efforts of customers, suppliers, or 
other third parties, will be fully resolved. 
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Wauat Is THE COUNCIL? 


The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) is Canada’s federal 
funding agency for university-based research and graduate training in the social 
sciences and humanities, which embrace a wide range of disciplines and fields of 
knowledge. Some examples are economics, business and administrative studies, 
education, ethics and law, as well as history, literature and philosophy, anthropology, 
psychology, sociology, fine arts, native, religious, environmental and women's studies. 


SSHRC was created by Parliament in 1977. It is governed by a 22-member Council 
appointed by the federal government from the academic, public and private sectors. 


Through its activities, SSHRC helps to continually build the human knowledge and 
skills Canada needs to improve the quality of its social, economic and cultural life. 
SSHRC supports high-quality research and research training that help us both to 
understand the evolving nature of the society we live in and to address emerging 
challenges and opportunities more effectively. SSHRC also helps put the benefits of 
research to work by promoting the transfer of knowledge among researchers, research 
partners, policy makers and other stakeholders within Canadian society. 


SSHRC’s funding programs provide support for: 


° basic research (by individual researchers and research teams) to develop new 
theories and better research approaches/ methods, and to advance fundamental 
knowledge of human nature/behaviour and of social, economic, cultural and 
intellectual matters; 


e targeted research (by multidisciplinary teams and research networks) to focus 
concerted, problem-solving attention on intellectual, social, economic, or cultural 
issues of particular interest or concern to Canada; 


© advanced research training at the doctoral and postdoctoral level to help supply 
social sciences and humanities expertise at Canadian universities, in government 
and in various sectors of our economy; 


° research communication and knowledge transfer to promote the use of knowledge 
generated by Canada's researchers and scholars. 


In addition SSHRC plays a leadership role in the development of research policy and 
acts as a catalyst within the social sciences and humanities research community. It 
promotes excellence, productivity and relevance in research within individual fields 
and in broader areas such as health care, economic performance (both national and 
global), social, family and legal issues, culture and heritage in a changing world, and 
environmental issues. 
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* The date marks the end of the member's term as announced by the Governor in Council. 


Associate Members 


Henry Friesen 

President 

Medical Research Council of Canada 
Ottawa 


Tom Brzustowski 

President 

Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada 
Ottawa 


Council Officers 


President 
Marc Renaud 


Special Advisor to the President 
Marcel Lauziére (resigned December 31, 1999) 


Special Advisor to the President 
Janet Halliwell (nomination January 1, 2000) 


Director General, 
Common Administrative Services 
Laurent Nadon 


Director General, Programs, Policy and Planning Branch 
Ned Ellis 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


Executive Committee 


Marc Renaud (Chair) 
John Adair 

Tim Brodhead 

Ellen Corin 

John de la Mothe 
Patricia Demers 

David Dodge 

Yves Gingras 

Fraser Mustard 
Elizabeth Savard-Muir 


Audit Committee 
Penelope Ayre Rowe (Chair) 


Patricia Demers 
Elizabeth Savard-Muir 


Ethics and Integrity Committee 


John Adair (Chair) 
Ellen Corin 
James Miller 


Research and Dissemination Committee 


James Miller (Chair) 

Thérése Arseneau 

Mary Blackstone 

Lynn McDonald 

Jane Gaskell, University of British Columbia 

Jules Duchastel, Université du Québec 4 Montréal 

Louise Quesnel, Université Laval (resigned December 1999) 
Nicholas Zekulin, University of Calgary 


Fellowships and Career Development Committee 


Anne Warner LaForest (Chair) 

Serge Courville 

Dominique Lizotte (resigned October 1999) 

John Oleson 

Greg Kealey, Memorial University of Newfoundland 
Louis Maheu, Université de Montréal 

Jo-Anne McCutcheon, University of Ottawa 

Barry McPherson, Wilfrid Laurier University 


Strategic Programs and Joint Initiatives Committee 


William Coleman (Chair) 

Penelope Ayre Rowe 

Linda Harasim 

Shirley Neuman 

Joanne Burgess, Université du Québec a Montréal 

Ngo Long, McGill University 

Jean-Francois Moreau, Université du Québec a Chicoutimi 
Dick Stanley, Heritage Canada, Hull, QC 


COUNCIL REPRESENTATION ON OTHER BODIES 

The President, Dr. Marc Renaud, represents the Council on the following bodies: 
Genome Canada 

Medical Research Council of Canada 

National Council on Ethics in Human Research 

Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada 

Oakley Caucus 

S&T Industry Portfolio Heads 

Tri-Council Steering Committee — Networks of Centres of Excellence 
Tri-Council Working Group on Ethics 

Interim Governing Council of the Canadian Institutes of Health Research 
Statistics Canada — Advisory Committee on Science and Technology 


The Canadian Health Services Research Foundation 
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SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


Programs, Policy and 
Planning Branch 


Ned Ellis 
Director General 


Research and Dissemination Grants 
Division 
Yves Mougeot 
Director 


Strategic Programs and Joint 
Initiatives Division 
Denis Croux 
Director 


Fellowships and Institutional 
Grants Division 
Carole Ann Murphy 
Director 


Policy, Planning and International 
Collaboration Division 
France Landriault 
Director 


President 


Marc Renaud 


Communications Division 
Jean Kitchen 
Acting Director 


Special Advisor 


Janet Halliwell 


Secretariat Division 
vacant 
Manager 


Common Administrative 
Services Directorate 


Laurent Nadon 
Director General 


Finance Division 
Daniel Gosselin 
Director 


Human Resources Division 
Michel Cavallin 
Director 


Information Systems Division 
lan Calvert 
Director 


Administration Division 
René Quirouette 
Director 


April 2000 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) is 
an organization dedicated to supporting research that enriches Canada’s 
social, cultural and competitive future. By fostering knowledge generation 
and research training in our universities, SSHRC nurtures the social sciences 
and humanities, which are essential to a knowledge-based economy and to 
our quality of life. 


During 1999-2000, SSHRC provided almost $115 million in funding for 
multi-year research by new and established scholars. We supported 

2,446 projects (in various stages of completion) involving 4,822 researchers in 
universities from coast to coast, and assisted in the training of 1,634 doctoral 
or postdoctoral students. 


In its February 2000 Budget, the federal government added $10 million to 
SSHRC’s base funding. Council decided to invest the increased funds ina 
balanced way, to support both new strategic initiatives and Standard 
Research grants. 


In 1999-2000, SSHRC broadened its repertoire of ways to support research 
that better meets the needs of Canadian communities. We created new joint 
initiatives and partnerships and targeted research to specific themes. We 
organized activities to showcase the ideas and insights already flowing from 
our universities and to carry them into Canadian society. 


The research activities that SSHRC supported were rich and varied, as the 
following selected initiatives illustrate. 


LINKING WITH THE BROADER COMMUNITY 


The Community-University Research Alliances (CURA) pilot program, launched 
in 1998-99, is a major part of SSHRC’s outreach to the community beyond the 
campus. The CURA program is a four-year initiative, funding partnerships 
between university-based researchers and community organizations to produce 
action-oriented knowledge and expertise on specific issues of concern. 


CURA has met with an excellent response. For the first competition SSHRC 
received 178 letters of intent from applicants, 72 of whom were invited to 
submit detailed research proposals. The outstanding quality of the submissions 
led the Council to reallocate part of its 1999 grant funds, so that a greater 
number of proposals could be supported. In total, 22 projects shared 

$13.6 million in funds. Given the high quality of the proposals and the strong 


response, obtaining the resources to fund a higher percentage of submissions in 
the future is a major priority. 


FOCUSING ON STRATEGIC THEMES 


Through 1999-2000 SSHRC continued to implement three strategic themes — 
Challenges and Opportunities of a Knowledge-Based Economy, Exploring 
Social Cohesion in a Globalizing Era, and Society, Culture and the Health of 
Canadians. These themes encourage a range of collaborative 
multidisciplinary research on current social and cultural issues. Over 200 
proposals were received from across the country; of these, 53 were awarded 
grants in December 1999. 


The Society, Culture and the Health of Canadians theme was later 
transformed into a joint initiative with Health Canada’s National Health 
Research and Development Program, and in March 2000, a new theme, 
Rethinking Productivity, was introduced. Its general objective is to 
encourage and support studies of the relationship between economic 
performance and sociocultural development, fostering new knowledge of the 
modern economy and its place in a broader societal context. 


CREATING NEW PARTNERSHIPS 


Increasingly, SSHRC is undertaking joint initiatives with other major 
institutions to co-sponsor research into key societal issues. With five new 
initiatives introduced this past fiscal year, SSHRC now has 16 initiatives 
involving a number of partners, including the Canadian Forestry Service, the 
National Literacy Secretariat, Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation, 
the National Cancer Institute of Canada and Citizenship and Immigration 
Canada. 


SSHRC is also working in collaboration with Statistics Canada to launch the 
Canadian Initiative on Social Statistics (CISS). This comprehensive program 
will provide the best Canadian researchers with access to Statistics Canada’s 
high quality social statistics, assist in the training and career development of 
the next generation of social statistics researchers and develop a 
communications strategy to strengthen linkages between policy-makers and 
the research community. Once fully operational, the CISS will make a 
significant contribution to evidence-based policy formation in Canada. 


SUPPORTING COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH 


In 1999-2000, SSHRC also continued its support of research through its 
Major Collaborative Research Initiatives program (MCRI). The council 
awarded seven MCRI grants to projects involving a total of 60 universities, 
100 Canadian researchers and 50 foreign collaborators. The initiatives 
support a diverse range of studies to generate knowledge: for example, the 
reasons why some new businesses flourish and others fail; the impact of 
national literary traditions; and factors affecting the success of children in 
school. 


Research is also a key driving force for higher learning. These grants provide 
significant training opportunities that are critical to sustaining the excellence 
of Canada’s university system. They help keep talented researchers in 
Canada by offering intensive research experience whereby they can develop 
their skills and continue pushing the frontiers of knowledge. Over the past 
five years, SSHRC has awarded more than $14 million in MCRI projects. 


Over the past year SSHRC assisted with the development of the Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research (CIHR), a federal funding agency newly 
established to strengthen multidisciplinary collaborative research on health 
issues. More than 2,000 social sciences and humanities researchers working 
in the health sector are expected to contribute to CIHR’s efforts. During the 
development phase of CIHR, SSHRC played a significant role, which 
included administering two of its key programs. The Community Alliances 
for Health Research program focuses on communities, hospitals and 
institutes involved in the development of research initiatives. The Health 
Career Awards program is helping to create a critical mass in research on 
health issues, research training and knowledge communication by 
establishing a number of career researchers in key positions across Canada. 


SSHRC has also been chosen to oversee the federal government's Canada 
Research Chairs Program, launched to help Canadian universities establish 
up to 2,000 new research chairs over the next five years. The program is 
administered jointly by the three federal research granting agencies and the 
Canadian Foundation for Innovation under SSHRC’s chairmanship. 
Approximately 20 per cent of the program's $900 million budget has been 
targeted to the social sciences and humanities. 


PROMOTING RESEARCH 


As the technological/ information revolution evolves, there has been a 
growing recognition among leaders in the private and public sectors of the 


need for balance between scientific and liberal arts training in modern society. 
Both have value in contributing to Canadians’ well-being and quality of life. 


In May 1999 a Working Group on the Future of the Humanities was formed 
to identify the challenges facing humanities researchers today and to explore 
strategies and initiatives that will lead to a resurgence of the humanities in 
the next decade. The Working Group is organizing a conference in October 
2000 to seek input on a vision for the humanities and on strategies to support 
humanities research and training. 


In October, the Council co-hosted an OECD (Organization for Economic 
Co-operation and Development) International Workshop on Infrastructure, 
entitled Social Sciences for a Digital World: Building Infrastructure for the Future. 
The workshop enabled the countries and organizations represented to share 
their knowledge and begin consultations on how best to meet future research 
infrastructure requirements, taking into account new technologies. 


In November, 20 graduate students involved in MCRI project teams visited 
Parliament Hill for a two-day event showcasing their work to 
parliamentarians and the media. The quality of their presentations was 
excellent, and the discussions held with MPs and the public equally valuable. 


SSHRC will continue to champion the value of social science and humanities 
research, on behalf of both the myriad end-users of this work and the 
scholars that produce it. 


Knowledge contributes to a flourishing social, economic and cultural 

21st century for Canadians. SSHRC’s job is to encourage its development in a 
way that will help Canadians make sense of what is happening to all of us in 
a changing world. 


PRESIDENTIAL FUND FOR INNOVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 


The following projects received funding from the Presidential Fund for Innovation and Development. 
These projects were deemed to be unique, innovative or designed to ensure the national or international 
visibility of the social sciences and humanities within the research community or in other segments of 


society, but could not benefit from assistance available through other SSHRC programs. 


Canada Foundation for Innovation 
Innovation Canada Conference 


Canadian Association for Graduate Studies 
Meeting the challenges for graduate studies in the 21st century 


Canadian Association of University Research Administrators 
CAURA Annual General Meeting being held at Bishop's University, Monday 
June 21, 1999 


Canadian Policy Research Networks 
Doctoral Student Internships in Policy Research Project 


Canadian Society for the Study of Education 
The legitimation of education in Canadian universities: a social history of the 
Canadian society for the study of education 


Carleton University 
SSHRC research showcase: The Canadian musical heritage project 


Humanities and Social Sciences Federation of Canada 
Symposium on Creativity and Innovation in the Arts and Sciences 


Institut national de la recherche scientifique 
Ecole d'été du CIED 


McMaster University 
SSHRC research showcase: Labour market institutions and outcomes: a cross- 
national study 


McMaster University 
SSHRC research showcase: Social and economic dimensions of an aging 
population (SEDAP) 


Ontario Council on Graduate Studies 
OCGS and NAGS Conference: The Future of Graduate Education, April 2000 


Policy Research Secretariat 
Policy research conference: Analysing the Trends 


Royal Society of Canada 
Grand colloque interdisciplinaire annuel « Ja Gouvernance au XXIe siécle » 


$30,000 


$ 2,000 


$ 3,600 


$ 8,500 


$ 5,000 


$ 4,500 


$25,000 


$ 5,000 


$ 5,000 


$ 5,000 


$ 1,000 


$55,000 


$10,000 


Simon Fraser University 
Institut de droit international: projected reunion in Canada, August 20-29, 2001 


Simon Fraser University 
Canadian component of EMERGENCE, a research project funded through the 
Fifth Framework Program 


The University of British Columbia 
The employability of university graduates in the humanities, social sciences 
and education: recent statistical evidence 


The University of British Columbia 
SSHRC research showcase: Equality, security and community: explaining and 
improving the distribution of well-being in Canada 


The University of British Columbia 
SSHRC research showcase: The long-term preservation of authentic electronic 
records (InterPARES) 


The University of British Columbia 
SSHRC research showcase: The entrepreneurship research alliance II: why 
some Canadian firms grow while others stagnate 


The University of British Columbia 

SSHRC research showcase: Reconciling ecological carrying capacity and 
human well-being: exploring alternative futures for the Georgia Basin, British 
Columbia 


The University of Manitoba 
Comité permanent des trois Conseils sur l'éthique et l'intégrité 


Université de Montréal 
Publication des Actes du séminaire France-Canada 


Université de Montréal 
Salon de la recherche : Etude longitudinale et expérimentale du 
développement des enfants de la naissance a l'adolescence (ELEDE) 


Université de Montréal 
Salon de la recherche : The Canadian elections study 


Université de Montréal 
Salon de la recherche : Psycholinguistics, neurolinguistics, morphology, mental 
lexicon: cross-linguistic comparison 


Université de Sherbrooke 
Salon de la recherche : La vie littéraire au Québec 


Université du Québec a Montréal 
Salon de la recherche : Les asymétries des langues naturelles et leur traitement 
par les systémes de performance 


$ 6,000 


$10,000 


$15,000 


$ 5,500 


$ 5,500 


$ 5,500 


$ 5,500 


$10,000 


$20,500 


$ 4,750 


$ 4,700 


$ 4,750 


$ 5,000 


$ 4,750 


Université Laval 
Economie de l'énergie électrique 


Université Laval 

Salon de la recherche : Le développement durable dans !'Arctique : les 
conditions de la sécurité alimentaire /Sustainable development in the Arctic: 
conditions for food security 


Université Laval 
Séminaire avec des lauréats du prix Molson, 21-24 septembre 2000 


University of Alberta 
SSHRC research showcase: The Orlando project: an integrated history of 
women's writing in the British Isles 


University of Alberta 
Working Group on the Future of the Humanities 


University of Alberta 
Colloquium on the Future of Graduate Students in the Arts 


University of Ottawa 
Salon de la recherche : Lexicographie comparée du francais et de l'anglais au 
Canada/ Comparative lexicography of French and English in Canada 


University of Ottawa 
Salon de la recherche : Corpus d'éditions critiques 


University of Toronto 
SSHRC research showcase: The Stalin-era research and archive project 
(SERAP) 


University of Victoria 
SSHRC research showcase: The Canadian families project 


World Association of Infant Mental Health 
Diversité : défis actuels en petite enfance 


York University 
SSHRC research showcase: The development of the African diaspora: the slave 
trade of the "Nigerian" Hinterland, 1650-1900 


$75,000 


$ 5,000 


$12,000 


$ 5,500 


$90,000 


$ 5,000 


$ 4,500 


$ 4,500 


$ 5,000 


$ 5,500 


$ 5,000 


$ 5,000 
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AUDITOR GENERAL OF CANADA VERIFICATEUR GENERAL DU CANADA 


AUDITOR’S REPORT 


To the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
and the Minister of Industry 


| have audited the statement of operations of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council for the year ended March 31, 2000. This financial statement is the responsibility of the 
Council’s management. My responsibility is to express an opinion on this financial statement 
based on my audit. 


| conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those 
standards require that | plan and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the 
financial statement is free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test 
basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statement. An audit 
also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by 
management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. 


In my opinion, this financial statement presents fairly, in all material respects, the results of 
operations of the Council for the year ended March 31, 2000 in accordance with the 
accounting policies set out in Note 2 to the financial statement. 


RED te 


Richard Flageole, FCA 
Assistant Auditor General 
for the Auditor General of Canada 


Ottawa, Canada 
June 15, 2000 
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SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


For the year ended March 31, 2000 
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Ew i Natural Sciences and Engineering Social Sciences and Humanities 


Research Council of Canada Research Council of Canada 

Conseil de recherches en sciences Conseil de recherches en 

naturelles et en génie du Canada sciences humaines du Canada 

Common Administrative Services Directorate Direction des services administratifs communs 
MANAGEMENT REPORT 


We have prepared the accompanying financial statement of the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council in accordance with the reporting requirements and standards of 
the Receiver General for Canada. This financial statement was prepared in accordance with 
the significant accounting policies set out in Note 2 of the statement on a basis consistent 
with that of the preceding year. 


Responsibility for the integrity and objectivity of data in this financial statement rests with 
the management of the Council. In order to assure maximum objectivity and freedom from 
bias, the financial data contained in this financial statement has been examined by the Audit 
Committee of the Council. 


The information included in the financial statement is based on management’s best estimates 
and judgements with due consideration to materiality. To fulfil these accounting and 
reporting responsibilities, the Council maintains a set of accounts which provides a 
centralized record of the Council’s financial transactions. Financial information contained in 
the ministerial statements and elsewhere in the Public Accounts of Canada is consistent with 
this financial statement, unless indicated otherwise. 


The Council’s Common Administrative Services Directorate develops and disseminates 
financial management and accounting policies, and issues specific directives which maintain 
standards of accounting and financial management. The Council maintains systems of 
financial management and internal control which give due consideration to costs, benefits 
and risks. They are designed to provide reasonable assurance that transactions are properly 
authorized by Parliament and are executed in accordance with prescribed regulations, and are 
properly recorded so as to maintain accountability of Government funds and safeguard the 
Council’s assets. Financial management and internal control systems are augmented by the 
maintenance of internal audit programs. The Council also seeks to assure the objectivity and 
integrity of data in its financial statement by the careful selection, training and development 
of qualified staff, by organizational arrangements that provide appropriate divisions of 
responsibility, and by communication programs aimed at ensuring that its regulations, 
policies, standards and managerial authorities are understood throughout the organization. 


Bee 


350 Albert Street 350, rue Albert Se 


P.O. Box 1610 C.P. 1610 G d 
Ottawa K1P 6G4 Ottawa K1P 6G4 and a 
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Management presents this financial statement to the Auditor General of Canada who audits it 
and provides an independent opinion, which has been appended to this financial statement. 


The accounting system and financial statement of the Council have evolved over the years to 
meet changing conditions and to give improved reporting and control of expenditures. 


Approved by: 


Ceiigbon 


Daniel Gosselin 
Director of Finance 
(Senior Full-time Financial Officer) 


Laurent Nadon 
Director General 
Common Administrative Services Directorate 
(Senior Financial Officer) 


June 15, 2000 


SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2000 
(thousands of dollars) 
2000 
Expenditures 
Grants and Fellowships 
Research Grant $ 48,573 
Strategic 30,389 
Research Training 30,385 
Research Communication 5,649 
114,996 
Operations 
Salaries and employee benefits 7,961 
Employee termination benefits 155 
Professional and special services 1379 
Rentals 1267 
Transportation and communications 895 
Information 356 
Acquisition of furniture and equipment 200 
Utilities, materials and supplies 114 
Repair and maintenance 74 
12,401 
1273 97, 
Non-tax Revenue 
Refunds of previous years' expenditures and other (243) 
Net cost of operations (note 3) $ 127,154 


The accompanying notes are an integral part of this financial statement. 


Approved by the Council: 


es aac 


Marc Renaud 


President 


Laurent Nadon 


1999 


$ 42,911 
123325 
31,493 

5,860 


92,589 


6,738 
157 
1,409 
1,263 
819 
251 
576 
203 
91 


11,507 
104,096 
(802) 


$ 103,294 


Ce sey 


Director General - Common Administrative 


Services Directorate 
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SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


Notes to the Statement of Operations 
March 31, 2000 


1. Authority and objective 


The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) was established in 
1977 by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Act, and is a 
departmental corporation named in Schedule II to the Financial Administration Act. 
The objective of the Council is to promote and assist research and scholarship in the 
social sciences and humanities. 


The grants and fellowships and operating expenditures are funded by budgetary lapsing 
authorities. Employee benefits are authorised by statutory authorities. 


2. Significant accounting policies 


The statement of operations has been prepared in accordance with the reporting 
requirements and standards established by the Receiver General for Canada for 
departmental corporations. The most significant accounting policies are as follows: 


(a) Expenditure recognition 


Grants and fellowships are charged to expenditures when the entitlement of the 
recipient has been established, the commitment has been authorized and approved 
for payment before the end of the fiscal year. Operating expenditures are 
recorded on an accrual basis, except for vacation pay, compensatory leave and 
termination benefits which are recorded on a cash basis. 


(b) Capital purchases 


Acquisitions of capital assets are recorded as operating expenditures in the year of 
purchase. 


(c) Services provided without charge by other Government departments and agencies 


Estimates of amounts for services provided without charge by other Government 
departments and agencies are included in operating expenditures. 


(d) Refunds of previous years' expenditures and other 


Refunds of previous years' expenditures and other are recorded as revenue when 
received and are not deducted from expenditures. These funds are remitted to the 
Receiver General for Canada. 


(e) Contributions to the Public Service Superannuation Plan 


Employees participate in the Public Service Superannuation Plan administered by 
the Government of Canada. The employees and the Council contribute equally to 
the cost of the Plan. Council's contributions are charged to expenditures on a cash 
basis. 


The Council is not required under present legislation to make contributions with 
respect to actuarial deficiencies of the Public Service Superannuation Account. 


3. Parliamentary appropriations 


The net cost of operations is provided by Parliamentary appropriations. These 
appropriations are recorded when used and any amount not used lapses. Appropriations 


are as follows: 


Industry Canada 

Grants and Fellowships 

Main Estimates - Vote 100 

Add: 
Supplementary Estimates (A) 
Supplementary Estimates (B) 

Less: 
Supplementary Estimates (C) 
Grants and Fellowships lapse 

Grants and Fellowships expenditures 

Operating expenditures 

Main Estimates - Vote 95 

Add: 
Supplementary Estimates (A) 
Supplementary Estimates (B) 
Supplementary Estimates (C) 
Treasury Board of Canada Secretariat - 
salary increment, FIS implementation, 
recoverables 

Less: 
Operating lapse 

Operating expenditures 

Statutory contributions to employee benefits plans 


Total use of appropriations 
Add: 

Services provided without charge by 

other Government departments and agencies 
ESS: 

Non-tax Revenue 


Net cost of operations 


$ 


$ 


2000 1999 
(thousands of dollars) 
97,956 $ 84,201 

Nise 22) 8,300 
1,915 3,817 
- (437) 
- (3,292) 
114,996 92,589 
7,765 6,409 
1,486 625 
160 1557 
- 437 

549 - 
(290) (83) 
9,670 8,945 
jess) 963 
123;825 102,497 
Foy P 1599 
(243) (802) 
127,154 $103,294 


4. Trust funds 
(a) Queen's Fellowship Fund 


The Queen's Fellowship Fund consists of $250,000 which has been deposited in 
an interest bearing trust account. The interest received is used for fellowships to 
graduate students in certain fields of Canadian studies. The operations of the 
fund, which are not included in the statement of operations, were as follows: 


2000 1999 
(thousands of dollars) 
Balance, beginning of year $ 261 $ 250 
Interest received 11 11 
Balance, end of year, represented 
by deposits in the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund, in the name of the Council Se ee $ 261 


(b) Special Trust Fund 


This trust fund was established for the receipt and disbursement of private 
donations for the purpose of special projects in the field of social sciences and 
humanities research activities. The operations of this special trust fund, which are 
not included in the statement of operations, were as follows: 


2000 1999 
(thousands of dollars) 


Balance, beginning of year $ 240 $ 230 
Donations and Interest received 40 15 
Fellowships paid (30) (5) 


Balance, end of year, represented by 
deposits in the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund, in the name of the Council $ 250 $ 240 


ae 


5. Commitments 
Payment of grants and fellowships extending in future years are subject to the provision 
of funds by Parliament. Future years awards adjudicated prior to March 31, 2000 are 
payable as follows: 


(thousands of dollars) 


2001 $ 112,658 
2002 73,941 
Subsequent years 34,909 


$ 221,508 
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The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council | approaches/methods, to advance fundamental knowledge 
(SSHRC) is Canada’s federal funding agency for university- of human nature and behaviour, and to investigate social, 
based research and graduate training in the social sciences and economic, cultural and intellectual matters; 
humanities, which embrace a wide range of disciplines and | 
fields of knowledge. Some examples are economics, business > targeted research (by multidisciplinary teams and research 
and administrative studies, education, ethics and law, as well networks) to focus concerted, problem-solving attention 
as history, literature and philosophy, anthropology, | on intellectual, social, economic, and cultural issues of 
psychology, sociology, fine arts, and native, religious, | particular interest or concern to Canada; 


environmental and women’s studies. 
> advanced research training at the doctoral and 


SSHRC was created by Parliament in 1977. It is governed by postdoctoral levels to help supply social sciences and 

a 22-member Council appointed by the federal government humanities expertise to Canadian universities, to 

from the academic, public and private sectors. | government and to the various sectors of our economy; 

SSHRC helps to continually build the human knowledge and > research communication and knowledge transfer to 

skills Canada needs to improve the quality of its social, | promote the use of knowledge generated by Canada’s 

economic and cultural life. SSHRC supports high-quality | researchers and scholars. 

research and research training that help us both to understand 

the evolving nature of our society and to address more | In addition, SSHRC plays a leadership role in the 

effectively emerging challenges and opportunities. SSHRC _ development of research policy and acts as a catalyst for the 

also helps put research to work by promoting the transfer of _ social sciences and humanities research community. SSHRC 

knowledge among researchers, research partners, policy | promotes excellence, productivity and relevance in research, 

makers and other stakeholders within Canadian society. both in individual disciplines and in broader fields such as 
health care, national and global economic performance, 

SSHRC’s funding programs provide support for: | social, family and legal issues, culture and heritage in a 


changing world, and environmental issues. 
> basic research (by individual researchers and research 
teams) to develop new theories and better research | 
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Irs been an intense, stimulating year here at SSHRC. We've 
devoted a lot of energy to a number of big projects, but what 
was really inspiring was the sense that our work over the last 
few years is beginning to bear fruit: there’s a clear resurgence 
of energy within our research community and excitement 
about the government's investment in innovation and its 
growing support for research in Canada. 


New Initiatives: SSHRC in the Spotlight 

In the summer, SSHRC was asked to head up a new 
secretariat, with NSERC and CIHR, to administer the $900 
million Canada Research Chairs program. A big job; and a 
huge shot in the arm for research in Canada. We started 
designing the administrative logistics of the program in June 
and by December we announced the first 197 Chairs 
appointments. 


In the fall, there was more great news for our research 
community: the government announced that it was allocating 
$100 million over five years to SSHRC to fund research on 
the “New Economy.” By spring, SSHRC staff and senior 
management had consulted with key stakeholders across the 
country (business, labour, researchers) and had designed an 
exciting new program, the /mztiative on the New Economy 


(INE). 


This initiative supports research that examines, and shows us 
how we can take advantage of, the forces transforming 
Canada’s (and the world’s) economy: the explosion of 
knowledge in all fields, the globalization of markets for 
labour, goods, services and ideas, and the rapid evolution and 
proliferation of information and communications 
technologies. We based the INE program design on SSHRC’s 
successful and innovative programs, but we expanded our 
eligibility criteria to include international scholars working 
with Canadian research teams. Researchers and decision- 
makers in both the private and public sectors are looking 


forward to the opportunities this new program will offer all of | 


us to advance our knowledge and strengthen Canada’s place 
in the “New Economy.” 


Core Programs: A Commitment to Excellence 
While the Chairs program and the INE grabbed a lot of the 
media spotlight this year, our core programs (Standard 
Research Grants, Doctoral and Postdoctoral Fellowships) 
supported 737 excellent new research projects and 588 
students and new researchers. It is through these funding 
programs that we really develop Canada’s research capacity. 
These grants allow researchers to drill down in their 
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disciplines—to explore, invent and deepen our knowledge. 
The skills, expertise and insights gained through these 
programs also fuel SSHRC’s big, strategic research programs, 
such as the Major Collaborative Research Initiatives and 
Strategic Joint Initiatives. 


Our Strategic Joint Initiative partnerships with other 
government departments, including Statistics Canada, 
Fisheries and Oceans, and Citizenship and Immigration, 
continued to put invaluable knowledge directly in the hands 
of policy-makers, business leaders and community 
organizations. 


We invested over $10 million in new and on-going Joint 
Initiatives, including: Valuing Literacy in Canada, a five-year 
project that will give us a fuller appreciation of the social, 
economic and cultural effects that literacy skills have on an 
individual's ability to participate in society and on Canada's 
ability to adapt to economic and social change. The Oceans 
Management Initiative, which supports a network of research 
centres, dedicated to building ecological and economic 
sustainability into our management of the oceans. The 
Canadian Tobacco Control Initiative, which supports research 
that will guide program and policy decisions in the area of 
tobacco control. The tremendously successful Metropolis 
Project continues to put Canadian researchers to work in 
partnership with seven federal departments and agencies to 
develop concrete ways to improve Canada’s immigration 
policies. 


This year we also began to see excitement build over the 
results coming in from our enormously popular pilot 
program, Community-University Research Alliances (CURA). 
Alternative Dispute Resolution, a CURA headed by Dr John 
Hogarth, has already inspired changes to the curriculum at 
UBC law school. The Daghida Project, headed by Dr. Sally 
Rice, will reintroduce Native languages into daily life to help 
restore the Native community’s wellness and pride in its 
identity and culture. The CURA program has recently been 
singled out in the United States and in Europe as a model for 
community and academic collaboration on pressing local and 
regional issues. 


Finally, Parliament, this year, confirmed the integration into 
Council's annual base budget of an originally short-term 
allocation of $10 million and of the $7.5 million allocated for 
CIHR transition programs. This was welcome news, but it 
still meant that Council had to make some very hard 
decisions this year. After a lot of soul-searching and debate, 


Council decided to focus our limited resources on preserving 
the success rate in our Standard Research Grants program at 41 
per cent, and on increasing our support for students and new 
researchers by increasing the amount of our doctoral and 
postdoctoral fellowships. However, for the future, our priority 
is to reinstate the CURA program as soon as funds become 
available. 


Anticipating the Future: Key Trends 

Northrop Frye once said, “The fundamental job of the 
imagination in ordinary life is to produce, out of the society 
we have to live in, a vision of the society we want to live in.” 
One of the most interesting and stimulating tasks I’ve been 
involved in this year is working with researchers, university 
administrators, SSHRC staff and policy makers to anticipate 
trends in social sciences and humanities research in order to 
refine SSHRC’s programs and organization so we can respond 
to those trends. 


One trend that will have an enormous impact on SSHRC and 
on the culture of research in this country is faculty renewal. 
There will be twice as many researchers applying for SSHRC 
grants by 2005, a result of the hiring over the next five years 
of thousands of energetic new researchers seeking to 
contribute to their disciplines. We are already seeing the 
effects of this trend at SSHRC. Overall applications to our 
core program, Standard Research Grants, rose in 2000-01 by 
16 per cent over the previous year; and more significantly 
there were 30 per cent more first-time applicants. 


Another trend we see is toward a more expansive, inclusive 
kind of research. Rather than only drilling down in their own 
disciplines, researchers today are increasingly using that deep 
knowledge and understanding to work collaboratively across 
disciplines, across national boundaries and beyond the 
university, with community groups, businesses and public 
sector organizations. 


Doing this kind of research means that social scientists and 
humanists are pushing the limits of new technologies in ways 
never anticipated by engineers. In particular, in order to 
consolidate and preserve the enormous amount of existing 
research results and to increase the scope of new research 
studies, social sciences and humanities researchers will have to 
have access to sophisticated new technologies, such as 
national and international research data-bases. 


Then finally, there is a renewed energy and commitment on 
the part of humanities researchers to revitalize their disciplines 
and, through renewed public engagement, to make Canadians 
more aware of the important contribution that humanities 
research and training makes to a civil society. 


In response to these changes in our community, SSHRC 
continues to work hard to raise awareness in Ottawa of the 
impacts some of these trends will have on the government's 


| 
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innovation agenda and on research funding in Canada. This 
year, we re-organized Council’s standing committee structure 
to ensure a more holistic approach to SSHRC program 
planning. In this way we can also ensure that our core and 
strategic programs complement and reinforce each other. 
We've also established a Knowledge Products Division that 
will compile research findings from SSHRC-funded grants 
and develop vehicles for delivering those findings to people 
and organizations that can use them to the advantage of 
Canadians. 


In collaboration with the National Archives, SSHRC is 
working to lay the groundwork for the development of a 
national research data archive that will allow Canada to 
preserve and researchers to share precious and unique data 
sets. Without a data archiving function, important and 
expensive data sets are lost forever or end up in unreadable 
formats in the basements of individual researchers—unknown 
to and unusable by anyone else. Council has accepted the 
conclusion of the working group’s study: Canada urgently 
needs a national research data archive. The working group, 
headed by Dr John ApSimon, will now get down to the 
complex task of developing a blueprint for the archive. 


In October, SSHRC’s working group on the future of the 
humanities organized a conference, Alternative Wor(l)ds: The 
Humanities in 2010. One hundred and fifty humanities 
researchers from across the country met in Toronto for three 
days to discuss the value of a liberal arts degree, the public 
role of the humanities, the scope of humanities scholarship 
and new information technologies. 


The atmosphere at the conference was absolutely refreshing. 
The discussions were lively and intense. It was clear to me 
that humanities researchers in Canada are ready to engage the 
public and re-establish their disciplines at the heart of 
university and public life in Canada. 


After the conference, the working group submitted a final 
report to Council that makes specific recommendations and 
urges SSHRC, the universities and learned societies to create 
their own action plans that will help revitalize the humanities 
in Canada. 


Conclusion: Why Fund SS&H Research? 

This year, as I began a second term as president of SSHRC, it 
was great to see our work of the last few years bear fruit and 
bring SSHRC briefly onto centre stage. The INE, SSHRC’s 
role in the Chairs program and the consolidation of our base 
budget are all encouraging signs of a growing awareness of the 
value and importance of social sciences and humanities 
research. 


It is our own firm belief in the value of what researchers do 
for Canadian society that really drives our efforts here at 
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Philosophers who study the moral, legal and social 
implications of human cloning, and who challenge us to 
think a little more deeply about the impact technological 
innovation has on us. 


Social psychologists whose daring research compels us to re- 
examine a legal system in which an unfounded faith in the 
accuracy of eye-witness testimony has put many innocent 


people behind bars. 


Multidisciplinary teams, like one of our newest Major 
Collaborative Research Initiatives, led by Dr David Wolfe, that 
will study the theory that the competitive advantage of a 
nation lies in the economic specialization of regional clusters, 
such as the film industry in Vancouver, the wine cluster in the 
Niagara Peninsula and the aerospace industry in Montreal. 
The team will analyze these regional clusters as drivers for 
economic growth and innovation and identify the conditions 
under which these clusters remain strong, however vicious the 
competition may be. 


Irs these kinds of exciting research projects and the ideas and 
inventions of social sciences and humanities researchers that 
help people and organizations harness, rather than be 
harnessed by, the power of our new technologies; that help 
communities and regions build economically and ecologically 
sustainable futures; that let us develop new and better tools to 
improve decision-making and that, ultimately, let us create 
“out of the society we have to live in, the society we want to 
live in.” 
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The following projects received funding from the Presidential Fund for Innovation and Development. These projects were deemed to be 
unique, innovative or designed to ensure the national or international vistbility of the social sciences and humanities within the research 
community or in other segments of society, but could not benefit from assistance available through other SSHRC programs. 


ACFAS 


Guide pratique de communication scientifique $3,000 


Canadian Association of Graduate Students (CAGS) 


Annual general meeting of CAGS held in Winnipeg, October 26-29, 2000 $3,000 
CAGS/University of Ottawa 
Steering Group, CAGS International Conference $7,000 


Conseil national des cycles supérieurs 
Enquéte aupreés des étudiant(e)s aux cycles supérieurs $2,030 


Humanities and Social Sciences Federation of Canada 
Aid to Scholarly Publications Programme (ASPP) 60th Anniversary $20,000 


Policy Research Secretariat 
Canadian Policy Research Graduate Prize Program $15,000 


Policy Research Secretariat 
Canadian Public Policy Trends Project, Special Issue Launch Event, October 10, 2000 $1,765 


Queen’s University 
National Data Archive Consultation $5,000 


Ryerson University 


National Data Archive Consultation Project $5,000 
The Royal Society of Canada 
Symposium on Science and Ethics, November 18, 2000, Ottawa $5,000 


The University of British Columbia 
National Data Archive Consultation Project $5,000 


Université de Montréal 
Groupe de travail CRSH — Archives nationales du Canada sur la gestion, 
Paccés et la préservation des données de recherche au Canada $5,000 


Université du Québec 4 Montréal 
Groupe de travail CRSH — Archives nationales du Canada sur la gestion, 
l’accés et la préservation des données de recherche au Canada $5,621 


Université du Québec 4 Montréal 
Le lait et les produits laitiers en milieu urbain : production, distribution 
et consommation du lait a Montréal, 1850-1980 $15,000 


Université Laval 
Enhanced Estimations for Higher Education and Health R&R Expenditures 


University of Alberta 
Conference: “Alternative Wor(1)ds: the Humanities in 2010” 


University of Alberta 
National Data Archive Consultation 


University of Alberta 
National Data Archive Consultation 


University of Ottawa 
Building on Pluralism: the Limits to Diversity 


University of Toronto 
International Seminar on Knowledge Management 


University of Toronto 
National Data Archive Consultation 
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$44,500 


$162,300 


$2,300 


$5,000 


$25,000 


$20,000 


$5,000 


AUDITOR GENERAL OF CANADA VERIFICATEUR GENERAL DU CANADA 


AUDITOR’S REPORT 


To the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
and the Minister of Industry 


| have audited the statement of operations of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council for 
the year ended March 31, 2001. This financial statement is the responsibility of the Council's 
management. My responsibility is to express an opinion on this financial statement based on my audit. 


| conducted my audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Those 
standards require that | plan and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial 
statement is free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statement. An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the 
overall financial statement presentation. 


In my opinion, this financial statement presents fairly, in all material respects, the results of operations 
of the Council for the year ended March 31, 2001 in accordance with the accounting policies set out in 
Note 2 to the financial statement. _ 


Richard Flageole, FCA 


Assistant Auditor General 
for the Auditor General of Canada 


Ottawa, Canada 
June 22, 2001 


em © « 
=~ 7 @+ @%s 
: © 6 “hey 

Ses 


=) & eR © seas es. 
rey > Dae ‘tia = : Ans ont ; a 
i Ueew6:D rsesier en ifivemull bee mseeigec talent ort 
2 Vite in 10 veka sth ft 
_—- en 


Ot it) ee Oli tive gecyimaS WOT) Ai) He Orkettergyls fy yest UtA ovil tetas sveat f) 
Chennai ts yale jen ott ct menmanr lnioceel git 4 << anni Dalits neg OF - 
Sie (Pe mM Hees irene Me InfAanl eitl G0 tS fey eel) of al yitladia deg VA Ae BIN BI 


shot sertibraes Grillin beresa yllarenng eile’) ity “onatnecow iy Dour Wh Serauliving | 
totaal apt tothe Sontiade etigermage patie ob Hin an rectory Grid Aual4 | yt? dulupes ebpeirele 
ONGhWY 8G) ieee hd grterey wotinlan! hop oA bomatiderin leiiam by en) a nonediate 

ow eee aul e Ofte Mine AA dneornda eka it ant 6 endl GA Mien’ ont Giiooque 
OY PONY 645 lhe te DSTO vu ater wnineiien ianlingé tyie hae esigiting onliidncd 
In ionerey Morey lat lead Neteve 


anos (OG0 TS chs) OM wPyocheet tetratere tins) Wiel Seen, Ristrevtels Thee) S10 noinige yen i 
. 6 foe Pee cmiloy (wiiheeRiom wr!) Hine aon i (OOS fe eee Seteye they oii oi ‘ensubQ ontd be 
Jomrpiats inionenil Gill at $ Slov 


a —_ = pea 
— 2. -_> ole 


AS*® savipel traci 
Sande: wens, IreteleeA 
aDGrin We fEgNe-O Wohin arti wh 


‘ atone wand 
(008 SS am 


SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


For the year ended March 31, 2001 
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i « p Natural Sciences and Engineering Social Sciences and Humanities 


Research Council of Canada Research Council of Canada 

Conseil de recherches en sciences Conseil de recherches en 

naturelles et en génie du Canada sciences humaines du Canada 

Common Administrative Services Directorate Direction des services administratifs communs 
MANAGEMENT REPORT 


We have prepared the accompanying financial statement of the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council in accordance with the reporting requirements and standards of 
the Receiver General for Canada. This financial statement was prepared in accordance with 
the significant accounting policies set out in Note 2 of the statement on a basis consistent 
with that of the preceding year. 


Responsibility for the integrity and objectivity of data in this financial statement rests with 
the management of the Council. In order to assure maximum objectivity and freedom from 
bias, the financial data contained in this financial statement has been examined by the Audit 
Committee of the Council. 


The information included in the financial statement is based on management's best estimates 
and judgements with due consideration to materiality. To fulfil these accounting and 
reporting responsibilities, the Council maintains a set of accounts which provides a 
centralized record of the Council’s financial transactions. Financial information contained in 
the ministerial statements and elsewhere in the Public Accounts of Canada is consistent with 
this financial statement. 


The Council’s Common Administrative Services Directorate develops and disseminates 
financial management and accounting policies, and issues specific directives which maintain 
standards of accounting and financial management. The Council maintains systems of 
financial management and internal control which give due consideration to costs, benefits 
and risks. They are designed to provide reasonable assurance that transactions are properly 
authorised by Parliament and are executed in accordance with prescribed regulations, and are 
properly recorded so as to maintain accountability of Government funds and safeguard the 
Council’s assets. Financial management and internal control systems are augmented by the 
maintenance of internal audit programs. The Council also seeks to assure the objectivity and 
integrity of data in its financial statement by the careful selection, training and development 
of qualified staff, by organizational arrangements that provide appropriate divisions of 
responsibility, and by communication programs aimed at ensuring that its regulations, 
policies, standards and managerial authorities are understood throughout the organization. 


ie 


350 Albert Street 350, rue Albert in 


P.O. Box 1610 CP. 1610 C d 
Ottawa K1P 6G4 Ottawa K1P 6G4 anadd 
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Management presents this financial statement to the Auditor General of Canada who audits it 
and provides an independent opinion, which has been appended to this financial statement. 


The accounting system and financial statement of the Council have evolved over the years to 
meet changing conditions and to give improved reporting and control of expenditures. 


Approved by: 


( Saas 


Daniel Gosselin 
Director of Finance 
(Senior Full-time Financial Officer) 


Laurent Nadon 
Director General 
Common Administrative Services Directorate 
(Senior Financial Officer) 


June 22, 2001 


SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2001 
(thousands of dollars) 


2001 2000 
Expenditures 
Grants and Fellowships 
Research Grant $ 53,970 $ 48,573 
Strategic 33,840 30,389 
Research Training 33,534 Sh Re its) 
Research Communication 5,714 5,649 
Canada Research Chairs Des - 
129,283 114,996 
Operations 
Salaries and employee benefits 9,087 7,961 
Employee termination benefits 43 155 
Professional and special services 2323 1,379 
Rentals 1350 26 
Acquisition of furniture and equipment 1,031 200 
Transportation and communications 954 895 
Information 405 356 
Repair and maintenance 214 74 
Utilities, materials and supplies 116 114 
153023 12,401 
144,806 wes) 
Non-tax Revenue 
Refund of previous years' expenditures and other (232) (243) 
Net cost of operations (note 3) $ 4a S73 | 127,194 


The accompanying notes are an integral part of this financial statement. 


Approved by the Council: 
Marc Renaud Laurent Nadon 
President Director General - Common Administrative 


Services Directorate 
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SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL 


Notes to the Statement of Operations 
March 31, 2001 


1. Authority and objective 


The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) was established in 
1977 by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Act, and is a 
departmental corporation named in Schedule II to the Financial Administration Act. 
The objective of the Council is to promote and assist research and scholarship in the 
social sciences and humanities. 


Grants, fellowships, and operating expenditures are funded by budgetary lapsing 
authorities. Employee benefits are funded by statutory authorities. 


2. Significant accounting policies 


The statement of operations has been prepared in accordance with the reporting 
requirements and standards established by the Receiver General for Canada for 
departmental corporations. The most significant accounting policies are as follows: 


(a) Expenditure recognition 


Grants and fellowships are charged to expenditures when the entitlement of the 
recipient has been established, the commitment has been authorized and approved 
for payment before the end of the fiscal year. Operating expenditures are 
recorded on an accrual basis, except for vacation pay, compensatory leave and 
termination benefits which are recorded on a cash basis. 


(b) Capital purchases 


Acquisitions of capital assets are recorded as operating expenditures in the year of 
purchase. 


(c) Services provided without charge by other Government departments and agencies 


Estimates of amounts for services provided without charge by other Government 
departments and agencies are included in operating expenditures. 


(d) Refunds of previous years' expenditures and other 
Refunds of previous years' expenditures and other are recorded as revenue when 
received and are not deducted from expenditures. These funds are remitted to the 
Receiver General for Canada. 

(e) Contributions to the Public Service Superannuation Plan 
Employees participate in the Public Service Superannuation Plan administered by 
the Government of Canada. Council's contributions are charged to expenditures 


on a cash basis. 


The Council is not required under present legislation to make contributions with 
respect to actuarial deficiencies of the Public Service Superannuation Account. 


3. Parliamentary appropriations 


The net cost of operations is provided by Parliamentary appropriations. These 
appropriations are recorded when used and any amount not used lapses. Appropriations 


are as follows: 


Industry Canada 


Grants and Fellowships 

Main Estimates Vote 100 

Add: 
Supplementary (A) 
Supplementary (B) 

wesc: 
Grants and Fellowships lapse 


Grants and Fellowships expenditures 


Operating expenditures 

Main Estimates Vote 95 

Add: 
Supplementary Estimates (A) 
Supplementary Estimates (B) 
Treasury Board of Canada Secretariat — 
salary increment, FIS implementation, 
recoverables, warrants 

Less: 
Operating lapse 


Operating expenditures 


Statutory contributions to Employee benefits plans 


Total use of appropriations 


Add: 

Services provided without charge by 

Other Government departments and agencies 
Luess: 
Non-Taxe Revenue 


Net cost of operations 


$ 


$ 


2001 


2000 


(thousands of dollars) 


112,042 


24,649 


(7,408) 


129,283 


4,285 
(1,323) 
12,538 


1,218 
143,039 
L7Gy 


(232) 


144,574 


$ 


$ 


21950 


(ey Ps) 
OS 


114,996 


7,765 
1,486 
160 
549 
(290) 
9,670 


ole, 


125,025 


eye 


(243) 


127,154 


4. Trust funds 
(a) Queen's Fellowship Fund 


The Queen's Fellowship Fund consists of $250,000 which has been deposited in 
an interest bearing trust account. The interest received is used for fellowships to 
graduate students in certain fields of Canadian studies. The operations of the 
fund, which are not included in the statement of operations, were as follows: 


2001 2000 


(thousands of dollars) 


Balance, beginning of year $272 $ 261 
Interest received 14 fig 


Balance, end of year, represented 
by deposits in the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund, in the name of the Council $ 286 Se272 


(b) Special Trust Fund 


This trust fund was established for the receipt and disbursement of private 
donations for the purpose of special projects in the field of social sciences and 
humanities research activities. The operations of this special trust fund, which are 
not included in the statement of operations, were as follows: 


2001 2000 


(thousands of dollars) 


Balance, beginning of year $ 250 $ 240 
Donations and Interest received 139 40 
Fellowships paid : (30) 


Balance, end of year, represented by 
Deposits in the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund, in the name of the Council $ 389 $ 250 


5. Commitments 


Payment of grants and fellowships extending in future years are subject to the provision 
of funds by Parliament. Future years’ awards adjudicated prior to March 31, 2001 are 
payable as follows: 


(thousands of dollars) 


2002 $ 123,615 
2003 76,029 
Subsequent years 7o3508 

$ Zi 2 2 


6. Contingencies 


In 2001, the Council was served with a statement of claim arising from Employment 
Equity. The potential liability of the Council and consequent damages arising from such 
a liability are estimated by management at $1,920,000. In the opinion of management, 
the outcome of the claim is not determinable at this time. 
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